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night, even this very hour will ſeal 
your ſhame for ever. 
« Oh talk not ſo, Mr. "Sherland lar 
Thave; as I hoped, for theſe laſt two 
days traced in your boſom. ſigns of fer 
lenting in your ſeverity towards me. 
Then give thoſe feelings ſcope {—lears = 
what are the heart-delighting ſenſations 4 
accompanying the conſciouſneſs of hay- f 
ing performed a generous action. Ber 
ras me, one moment of ſuch feelings 
is tranſport beyond conception, more = 
tranſcendent than any you could ex- = 
perience from. purſuing the dictates, of 
your, paſſions z and think, maxeover, 
that this is not a ſatisfaction gf 1 
periſhable nature, which dies away with 
the moment that gave it birth it is 
laſting as life itſelf, it is our chſtant 
companion whithepſoever ; we! geg. the 
_ adverle fortune, Which may deprivg us. 
of all other bleſſings, cannot depriverus 


of this; it quits us but With the Jaſt 
B 6 | breath 
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— draw, Aud will tranfmit em 
name down with 3 . 
moteſt poſterity. Din guß Prigceicr 
Theſe are — e 
but this is not a moment which will ad- 
mit of parley or delay. A ſolemn oath 
muſt this inſtant be ſworn, that you will 
give me your hand on ſome ſpetific day, 
at no great diſtance, or this night muſt, 
in a ſummary way, put an end to our 
controverſy. - Strafford will anner 
the town to-morrow.” PD 
« Heaven bleſs and menen him p 
wy I, eagerly interrupting him. | 
Imprudent woman thus to irritate 
poaſſions, which you might be aſſured 
+ , want no ſuch aggravation but know, 
madam, that in one reſpect I am re- 
ſolved he ſhall not ſucceed. He may 


 4v6over the town to its former poſſeſ- 
ſiors and the calamities it has ſuſtained 
may in time be retrieved: my followers, 
I. is vue, have Pledged themſelves to 
2H | ſtand 
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0613 
ſtand by me to the laſt, hut thete are 
viciſſitudes not in their power or mine; 
to command, and the ſucceſs of their 
efforts muſt therefore remain doubtful. 
But there is one thing wholly within 
my power, and in this I am reſolved to 
Strafford may gain over me, he ſhall 
never obtain poſſeſſion of you, ſuch as 
when you were ſeparated. Make your 
reſolve, therefore, I ſhall parley no 
, longer, will _e be mine e _ 
COON, 
« Legally I n Fr ning and 
I truſt there is a power above who 
knows the rectitude of my «heart, and 
. e from being ſo by other | 
means. 509 «a 15497 msbem 
* That we- ſhall try! And fofay- 
ing, he was about to advance towards 
me, when I drew out a knife, */Behold 
me reſolute, I cried, “dare to ſtirta 
ſtep, and this is plunged into my heart! 


He 


() 
He looked aghaſt and \aſtoniſhed, | 
He had no idea that I was thus prepared 
for reſiſtance, ſince when I was firſt 
impriſoned he had deprived me of the 
only, weapon of the kind which I then 

| poſſeſſed chat I now produced, 4 

had obtained from Waterford, with a 

view to'ſuch an emergency. as the pre- 

ſent. I had, moreover, from the firſt 
of his entrance, kept retreating, to the 
other ſide of the room, in order, that 

i if Tſhould be reduced to this fad alter- 

iN native, I might have time to execute 

lf: my purpoſe. Thus ſituated, he ſaw 
lj. plainly that he could not prevent my 
ſtriking the irrevocable ſtroke, and as 
be rightly judged by che firmneſs of my 
manner, that I was reſolved rather to 

incur the guilt of ſuicide, than to live 

diſhonoured, he felt his boaſted way 
changed to dleſ eat. 

Poettiſied with à reverſe ſo . 

dlz he appeared at firſt entirely loſt to 


| CWI 
all power of ſpeech or motion - almoſt 
indeed to think that the Being I had 
invoked had miraculouſly interpoſed for 
my protection, ſince how elſe I could 
have been thus armed in a moment, muſt 
appear to him utterly inoomprehenſible. 
After ſtanding for ſome minutes with 
his eyes fixed upon me in a wild and 
diſordered manner, he ſunk down upon 
a chair cloſe by him, and throwing his 


arm over the back, hid his face upon 


it. 


I had now « further opportunity of 


fecuring myſelf; and getting round to 


the narrow! ſpace on the other fide of 
the bed, placed ſo effectual a barrier be- 
tween us, that he muſt. inevitably be 
foiled in making any attempt to ex- 
ecute what he had threatened. In theſe 

different ſituations we remained, I be 
lieve, for full half an hour, While all 
was total ſilence, but I could | ſee 
| Shee® 
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Sherland's | limbs trembling, and his 
14 whole frame 22250 indeſcribable agi- | 
RE. 

= on my part, now that I felt myſelf 
' tolerably ſecure from this immediate | 
| danger, began to experience the utmoſt 
if A uneaſineſs upon Waterford's account, 
and could only conſole myſelf with the 
idea, that he might have come to the 
door, and ſeeing the bars 1 
prudentiy have e again, afſured 
that the, execution of our ſcheme | Was | 
now impracticable. | 2 
| At length 1 fancied * heard. the 
ſound of footſteps approaching gently, 
as if apprehenfive, of making a noiſe, 
| 11 bega again to fear that all was 
over. Whether Sherland alſo heard the 
lame ſound, or whether he was only at ; 
2 moment rouſed from his trance 
py ſome other impulſe, 1 cannot ſay, 
ik, *. ſiarted 1 and caſting a look : 
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to decide whether the anguiſh 1 
pointed Paffion, or the furious workings F 
of revenge were ' moſt predominant,— 
« oh heavens,” he cried, this is too ; 
much to bear!“ Then addreſſing me, 
* madam nm,” hie ſaid, « the victory 1 
own is yours fear not my approach | 
ing you !—armed as you are, I am not 
yet quite mad enough | to venture on the f 
attempt; was it to meet my own death 
I would ruſh upon it!“ Then ſtriki 43 
his hand upon his forehead,” © oh God! 
oh God!“ be exclaimed, and burſt out 
of the room. as ey 
Terrified as 1 had beets” I had no 
power of moving for a while, nor Ae 
I put the knife out of 1 my hand, "leſt he 
might ſuddenly return, and ſurprize me 
in a moment before 1 had time to put | 
myſelf upon my guard. But alter fn 
ſpirits were in ſore degree calme 4 
my powers of retolleQion-toletably re- 
ſtored, 


( 18 ) 
| ſtored, feeling affured; that if I only 
1 lat down at a diſtance. from the''door, 
11 tit was impoſſible but that between my 
hearing the key thruſt into the leck, 
and his appearance, ſufficient time muſt 
be allowed for putting myſelf properly 
| on my defence, I ventured out of my 
| retreat, and throwing nigſelt on a chair, 
endeavoured, as much as r to re- 
cover a proper degree of compoſuto. 2 
I have, however, ſeen no more of 
him fince, but 1 did not venture to lis 
down, any part of the night, and 1 
know not when I ſhall venture it again. 
Convinced as I now am, that be really 
intends to put into execution bis threats 
of violence, the idea of him is more 
horrible to me than ever, and I have 
— 8 the moſt fearful apprehenſions of being 
ll Po overpowered with fleep, ſo that I may 
de ſurpriaed unawares. 1 ſhall dread: 
wo eating or drinking what he may 
bring me, leſt ſome potion, intended 


to 
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to ſtupify me, may be en with the 
proviſions. 

Oh, Fanny, if it be poſible, fond me- 
ſomething to eat, if it be only ſome 
biſcuits I have diſcovered a place 
where I can hide them, and then I may 
find ſome means to throw away what- 
ever comes fromghis hands. This valu- 
able repoſitory | is a hollow behind the. 


old tapeſtry, at the mouth of which 
is only a looſe ſtone, which I can take 


out and in. Here I keep my writ- 
ing materials, as my moſt ſacred of 
all treaſures; and I now feel the diſ- 
covery of ſuch à place as of double 
value, ſince I fear the knife may have 
made him ſuſpicious, and he may be 


tempted to ſerutinize into the littie 


property I poſſeſs, more n than ; 
he has done hitherto. 98 eee BH 
But oh, my friend! now that I dings: mn J 
made the above requeſt, I can ſcarcely 
hope it will ever reach-you !--fcarcely dare 
3 to. 
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to flatter myſelf that Waterford has ſtill 
the power of making his uſual viſits ! 


How anxiouſly , do L look forward to 


the time when T have been uſed to ſee 


him. Oh what is to become of me at 
laſt — but a life of this kind cannot go 


on Af the victorious arm of my be- 


loved Strafford does nöt ſoon releaſe 


me, 1 muſt ſhortly be in the power of 
a ſtill more mighty conqueror. 


One t nf 


whom Strafford himſelf muſt ane d y 
Held, as well as his, and your 80 aa! 
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U. Matilda | "where. are you? 2.1 what 
is become. of you? 1 ?—how am 1 
tense at the thoughts. of. what,” you 
muſt. have ſuffered | laſt -pight !—for 
though I. will hope you are Jet {: fate 
from the mot dreadful of all outrages, 


yet I am too well affured that thoſe 
hours which we hoped would have been 


ſpent in 1 tranſport together, muſt have 
been paſſed by you 1n terror and agony. 


Ah, my friend! every. thing was pre- 
pared yeſterday evening for our flight, 

and nature ſeemed to ſmile upon the un- 
. dertaking, for a more lovely night I think 


I never beheld, while I anticipated, in 
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4 
felt by your numerous Rent, when 
you were known to be in fafety. But 
how cruelly alas have I been miſtaken! 
At the appointed time, Waterford 
ſet out upon his expedition. He had 
made his way ſucceſsfully through the 
ſecret alleys which he had explored the 
day before, and had juſt reached the 
entrance of the long paſſage, leading to 
yours and Sherland's apartments, when 
he was ſurprized by perceiving alight 
burning there, and hearing the ſteps of 
| Tome one walking along it in great 
Haſte. He thought, however, that 
when the perſon he heard was arrived 
at the faither-end, he might venture to 
look in, without running any hazard of 
being | diſcovered, "as he was himſelf in 
total darkneſs, {for he had concealed his 
lanthorn under his coat,) and a ſi note” 
candle'conld not light ſuch a length of 
paſfige ſuffcienti) to make any object 


from one end to the 
3: other. 
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( 23 ) 
other. He. accordingly advanced to the 
entrance, and. could plainly diſtinguiſh 
that it was Sherland himſelf, apparently 
in the extremeſt agitation. He walked 


in a very hurried manner, ſeveral times 


backwards and forwards before the door 
of your apartment, and at length ſtopped 

at it, and reſting his elbow upon one of 

the bars, he reclined his head upon his 
hand, and ſtood for near ten minutes in 
that attitude, with his eyes fixed on the 
ground; then ſuddenly darting away 

again, he walked three or four times 

backw ards and forwards, in the ſame 
agitated manner . gs before, and con- 
cluded, by haſtily unlocking. the bars 

of your priſon, and ruſhing, in almoſt 

like one diſordered 1 in, his wing, 1b v 

| Waterford ſtood for ſome time heſi- 
tating what to do, not. knowing whether 
it were better for bim to intetpoſe, or 
to remain, Wt. He dreaded Sa ] 
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624 
ance might be attended with dangerous 
conſequences, not to himſelf only, for 
that he would have diſregarded, but 
ſtill more to you, ſince it was diſcoyer- 
ing to Sherland that the. place of your 
confinement was not ſo abſolute A ſecret 
as he ſuppoſed, and wiſhed. _ After ſome 
debate within himſelf, he at length re- 
ſolved to go ſoftly towards the door, 
| to try. if he could learn any thing by 
liſtening, but perceiving that you were in 
converſation only, though he could not 
| make out what paſſed, he concluded his 
interference unneceſſary, and therefore 
removed again to a little diſtance, though 
he till remained within hearing, fo as 
to be ready to fly to your reſcue, ſhould 
any reaſon appear to ſuppoſe that need. 
ful. But the ſilence reigning within 
the room, ſeemed to ſay that he had 
better remain filent without it; and at 
laſt he had the ſatisfaction of ſecing 


* leave you, and 8⁰ again to 
his 


(4) 
Ar Ge apartment, 4s he hoped; 80 


out baving offered you any FORD 


outrage. * 

Many times before day- light did the 
anxious ſoldier creep to Sherland's door, 
to liſten whether he were quiet, ſo that 
you might with ſafety attempt eſcaping; 


but he was always pacing his room in 


the moſt hurried manner, and Waterford 
ſays, he is confident never could have 
gone to bed the whole night. The fame 
wild and diſordered appearance conti- 
nued this morning, when he came upon 
the parade, and was univerſally noticed; 


indeed, he fearcely ſeemed to know what 
he ſaid or did. By the officers and ſol- 


diers this was attributed to his uneaſſ- 
neſs on account of the approach of 
Strafford's army, which is already m 
üght, but to us there is a mote efficient 
cauſe to which it may be aſeribed. 
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| Ton will eaſily ſuppoſe, my Matilda, f 
We muſt have been my anxiety, as I 
fat writing laſt night, every moment in 


expectation of ſeeing you arrive with 
Waterford, yet conſtantly diſappointed. 
I was at laſt quite in an agony, fully 
convinced, in my own mind, that the 
plan had been diſcoyered by Sherland, 
and that our kind friend would fall a 
victim to it. Thank God, however, I 
was miſtaken He is ſtill at liberty, 
Hall anxious to -ſervetus, and hopes that 
though we have e ee re 
/ ns wang . 
As a farther dne bia esse bs 
is now gone in queſt of the eentiuel who 
guards the Governor, in ortler, if poſ- 
ſible, to get your letter into his hand, 
that he may chave ſucceeded, as he has 
been gone a r We . than + 
Ali ur HH 1.1 thin 
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wink could have been neceffaty. if he 
nnn Ni THAT: e 

——— Lv»: A 
Win what pleaſure do 1 aN my 
dear Matilda, that I was not miſtaken. 
Waterford, after ſounding the centinel 
farther, at length thought he might 
venture to truſt him, and aſked if he 
would do a piece of ſervice to his pri- 
ſoner. To this the centinel replied in 
the affirmative, with the utmoſt ardour, 
declaring at the ſame time with a pretty 
ſtrong oath, that as the General did 


r dat Ret - 


not know how to behave properly to 
de MW the priſoners, he thought it was the 
10 duty of every ſoldier under him, as far 
{- W as it was in their power, to make amends; 
ls, and for his part, he had as good as told: 


8 


— 


the Governor he would do any thing for 


14s _ - Waterford then mentioned his with 
+ WW to get ſome letters conveyeditohim,/to- 
ak; ra with pen, ink, and paper, that 


Gs . . he 


„„ 
he might write an anſwer. The centinel 
made no heſitation, but inſtantly carried 
them, and told his priſoner to call to 
him when his anſwer was ready. Water- 
ford thought it was better to wait for 
it, which he accordingly did, and 1 now, 
my deareſt Matilda, encloſe it to you, 
hoping, and truſting, that it contains a 
complete contradiction of: what Sher- 
land has: afſerted to be the venerable 
Governor's ſentiments. I have alſo this 
moment received a packet from Maria, 
in which ſhe encloſes, a letter to her, 
from the beloved Strafford. me 

I hope my Matilda will. e a letter 
ready for our meſſenger, as I — a 
little impatient. for her narrative of the 
events of laſt night. Adieu my en 
and we rw ER HAYS Gr 456 US 
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hes 8. moft affeAtionately, 
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GOVERNOR BOYNTON To Ms BOY N= 
rox. 


PEW things, my deareſt child, cout 
have afforded me half ſo much con- 
folation and ſatisfaction, under my pre- 
ſent circumſtances, as the letters I have 
had this day put into my hands. To ſee 
your writing was indeed à pleaſure. fo. 
unexpected that it almoſt overpowered. 
me; and that pleaſure was in no ſmall 
| degree increaſed, by what your letters 
contained, ſince; not only have they 
entirely removed from my mind any 
| tendency it may ever have had to have 
been rendered uneaſy, by what I have 

beard concerning you from the traitor 

into whoſe power we have ſo unfortu- 

nately fallen, but at the ſame time they 
AN © * 0 3 have 


T 
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have given me a freſſi aſſurance· f your 
dutiful affection for me, in your anxiety 


that I ſhould be informed of the falſe 

and injurious reports made by Sherland 

to my diſcred ie. e 
Ah, my child, that wretch's tondudt 


has not been leſs deteſtable in this in- 
ſtance than in a thouſand others which 
have fallen under my obſervation; per- 
baps even more 1o,-fince it has been 
marked with the moſt 
neſs of which human nature is capable. 


degrading wean 


He has ſought to debaſe in each others 
eyes, a virtuous and exemplary daugh- 


ter; and a father who I hope has ſome | 
claims to be conſidered as a reſpectable 
character; and has done this at a time 
when both were in his power, when 
they muſt of neceſſity remain ignorant 
how they were traduced to each other, 
and even if they could have known it, 
were precluded the poſſibility on el 


Oy themſelyes. | 
e * | Affure 


st) 
Aſſure yourſelf, my deareſt Matilda, 
chat you have done me no more than 
juſtice, in not haſtily believing my ſenti- 
monts could be ſo altered by a few days 
captivity, as that I could be induced 
a now to contider as an act of virtue, 
k what: before I regarded with abhorrence, 
b and deprecated as one of the greateſt 
1 


- misfortunes that could befal me. No; 

Matilda, on no conſideration whatever, 

coming the wife of a villain, a traitor 
$ to his country, one whoſe only rule of 
a conduct is the gratification of his own - 
nintemperate paſſions, in the purſuit. of 
: which he is regardleſs what injuries he 
> WM commits towards his fellow.creatures, 
what moral precepts be violates, what 
˖ laws either human or divine men 
. under foot. NIL 
; So far Sherland. bas hh a trath, 
: as that on the firſt rumours of Strafford's 
approach, he urged me to uſe my in- 
N S. fluence 
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fence with you to give him your 
hand, upon a promiſe of being immedis 
| ately ſet at liberty "myſelf, and of his 
abandoning, the town. When he men- 

tioned thefe things, I. aſked him, „ Mr, 
Sherland, are you an whom you 
are addrefling ?” pg #4 
Perfectly ſo,” he replied, ““ Filat 
addreſſing my priſoner, one whoſe life 
or death, whoſe freedom or. captwity 
are wholly in my diſpoſal, and what is 
more, the father of a young woman 
whoſe honour or diſhonour are no leſs 
in my power than his life and liberty; 
whom I would adviſe, therefore, not to 
treat me with the fame arrogance that 
he did when'we ſtood in no other rela- 
tive ſituations to each other, than the | 
general to the officer * his com- 
| mand. ” ; 

It is true that we are in your pow- 

er, Mr. Sherland, fo far as our life and. 
death only are concerned; but there is 


* 5 one 


| 633 3 
one reſpect in which no man can aſſume 
controul over another: Vou may de- 
prive us of exiſtence, or torture our 
bodies, if you pleaſe, but it is not in 
your power to make us guilty of a mean 
or immoral action q that can proceed 
from ourſelves alone, and I truſt that no 
ſufferings which you can inflict, will 
ever terrify exther my daughter or my- 
ſelf into the commiſſion of any act 
whereby we may. 1 50 our charac- 
ters.“ 
“J have been taught to Web that 
to do an act. of humanity, is to exalt;. 
not degrade. the character“ 
“ Undoubtedly. - But the ade thing: 
that under. ſome circumſtances would be 
an a& of philanthropy and virtue, would, 
under others, perhaps, be highly erimi- 
nal. The general cauſe of virtue is moſt 

effectually maintained, by a ſttict ad- 
herence to faith in all our engagements » 
not of a kind improper to be fulfilled ;— 

"Be where 
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"$tiere ally have indeed been made, de. 
cidedly of à contrary nature, we only, 
by keeping them, add a ſecond fault to 
the original one of having made them. 
My daughter, as you well know, can- 
Hot give you her hand, but by a breach 
of all the ties that ought to be held 
moſt facred in civilized ſociety; to aſk 
it therefore, was inſulting both to her 
and to me, when your offer was firſt 
made.—T know not an epithet ſevere 
enough to apply to its renewal under our 
en circumſtances.” 

" But why, my child, ſhould I Ga, 
all our arguments, ſince he uſed pre- 
eiſely the ſame ſophiſms to you, that 
he urged to me.” *When he found- that 

' theſe were of no avail; he ſhifted his 
ground, and affured* me that you were 
much inclined to accede te his propo- 
fab, only wiſhed the ſcheme to be ſaſł · 
tioned by my Approbation, but in this 
1 was equally * das the other 


were =. N | caſe. 
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receive my , conſent in any way, gr 
countenance in the ſmalleſt degree. That 


ſhould: my daughter, ever Meld to . 


on this point, of which, however, I 

believed her incapable, I. would. not ay 
that I never would ſee ber again, but 
it would coſt me many a ſevere ftrug- 


gle before 1 could bear to behold the 


angel on whom I had ſo much doated, 


land. 


Oh, my beloved girl, let not any arts | 


which the traitor can employ, prevail 


upon you to inflict this laſt, this heavieſt. 
of calamities, upon your aged father! 
You have hitherto been all that he could ; 
wiſh you, - you have maintained a glori- 
ous conflict indeed! Support it ſtill, 


heaven will reward you, reward you 1 


hope with a ſpeedy deliverance, through 


the band irom which of all otners it 
F 


ale. -h faid jfuch a, ſtep would. never | 


as Matilda Boynton, when I muſt ad- 
dreſs her by the odious name of Sher- 
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K 
will prove moſt grateful. Strafford's. 
army I am informed is in ſight, and the 
town will be quickly ſurrounded—Sher-- 
land talks loudly of the reſiſtance he 
ſhall make, but J hope this is more va- 
pour khan reality; I well know that his. 
garriſon i is very ill provided for ſuſtain- 
ing a ſiege, and I ſuſpect not e 
affected towards him. 
But, my love, I dare not 33 
To the great kindneſs and indulgerice: 
of my guard, am I indebted for being 
enabled to write this, and perhaps I. 
ſhould do wrong by him in- running any 
farther hazard of being ſurprized; elſe, 
my child, it is ſo ſoothing to. my heart, 
to hold this communication with you, 
that I ſhould ſeatcely know when. to 
break off. Adieu ene SERRA me, 
more Wa ee, D eee % 
11 f Tour moſt aftetionate father: 
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COLONEL $7RAFFORD, To. MISS 
| ; SEAGROVE. 


PHE firſt pakt of our difficulties = 


conquered, my dear madam, and 
ee eee after a long 
and toilſome march, the like of which: 
L ſuppoſe; was ſcarcely ever performed 
in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time; eſpecially by: 
an army which had immediately before 
been engaged in a very laborious ſervice, 
from which it had ſcarcely reſted before 


we ſet out on the preſent. In a few 
days I hope 'werſhall have completely- 


inveſted the town, and I truſt that it 


will not be very long before it is in our 


poſſeſſien, and our beloved friends are 


reſtored to er erben unc N 
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Ah, my deareſt madam, you will 
n believe how. great is my anxiety 
for the event of this attempt, for in pro- 

portion as my motives to exertion are 
numerous and weighty, in proportion 
would be the horrors I ſhould experi- 
ence from a failure in ſucceſs. The 
honour. and ſafety of my country, my 
own character, the happineſs of my 
Matilda; theſe are no flight conſidera- 
tions.—Ah, Miſs Seagrove, what is there 
1. would not do to promote the latter, 
for who was eyer more deſerving of the 
moſt exalted happineſs. Such, indeed, 
appears to me her tranſcendent merit, 
that I almoſt feel humiliated in my own 
eyes, when I revolve it in my mind, 
and think that it is ſcarcely poſſible for 
me to render m e of N 
ing her. | 
Vet on her all my joy, nay my very 
life depends. Her ſweet and amiable 

diſpoſition, added to ſuch external charms 

1 as 


60 390 | 
{ag are rarely · to be ſeen, have united to fix 


in my heurt an adoration of her which 


no time can ever obliterate, can even 


In the ſmalleſt degree diminiſn. Who 


indeed can be acquainted with her and 


not admire thoſe numerous and rare qua- 


lifications which ſhe poſſeſſes? So mild 


and gentle in her manners, yet with 


ſuch a proper and becoming- fortitude 


when occafion requires it, ſo courteous - 


to her friends, ſuch a pattern of filial 


duty and affection, ſo firm in her at- 


tachments, ſo amiable and exemplary, 
in ſhort, in every | ſocial "relationſhip 
and connection, that ſhe, if ever mor- 
tal did, deſerves the title of perfection. 


Oh, I could hang with rapture on her 
praiſes for whole days together, but I 


am repeating them to one who is fully 


ſenſible of her worth, and who partakes 


of her excellence. The thought of her 
inſpires me with a courage which ſeenis 
as if it could bear down all before it, 
1. and 
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amd I feel it my greateſt ridge ue 
that Jam now more particularly en- 
gaged in her ſervice : Should fortune 
but favour me, and ſurely in ſo good a 

cCauſe that is no unreaſonable hope, what 
tranſport will it be, that when return 
victorious from the conflict, I may be 
allowed to lay my laurels at her feet; 
and in poſſeſſing ſo adorable a woman, 
what a reward ſhall I receive for all my 
labeurs— tis happineſs beyond what I 
Can form an · idea of in my mind. © &- 
I know you will excuſe me, my dear 
MiG Seagrove, for thus expatiating upon 
this ſubject, as, from experience, I have 
long been convinced that you are not 
like too many of your ſex, who cannot 
bear to liſten to the praiſes of another 
woman, but that, on the contrary, it is 
no leſs grateful to yourſelf than to me 
to hear the perfections of our deareſt 
friend, thus made the topic of admira- 
m and you will believe that theſe are 
B. . the 
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un beloved Matilda. 
How has ſhe n my heart ks at. 


the idea of her preſent ſufferings. What 
a ſoul muſt Sherland have, that he can 


practiſe ſuch barbarities towards ſuch a 
the time is not far diſtant when we ſhall 


make him feel the puniſhment due te. 
his many crimes, to his treachery; to- 


wards his country, and his baſe treat- 
ment of his priſoners, and that he will 
be effectually ſecured from ever giving 
uneaſineſs again to Governor * 
or his family. 

Oh what pleaſure mall I Wat in. 
ſhaking that worthy man by the hand 
again, and with what added rapture 
ſhould I appear before him, When I. 
could reflect that I was become ſo much 
more worthy of the friendſhiꝑ with which 


the genuine effuſions: of one entirely | 
devoted to the object in queſtion, and 
who can never be weary of dwelling on 
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( 42 ) 
he has honoured me. How much do ] 
venerate the integrity, bravery, and 
manly ſpirit of his character? 69: 
We are in ſo much hurry and buſtle, 
Preparing for the operations we muſt 


now carry on againſt the town, that I 
have no time to write more, my dear 


- madam. I diſpatch this to you by a ſol · 
dier, who will wait to bring me any com- 
mands you may have for bim. Should 
there be a letter from my Matilda, and 
giving a better account of her ſituation 
than her laſt, what tranſport would it 
ne ne boſom * . e ee 
Four faithful friend, POINT AI 


and Matilda s ever dennoch, 


\ GEORGE STRAFFORD, 
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, MISS sr AGO 1 10 M138 FANNY 
_ SEAGROVE, 


| Ta principal object of my writing 

at preſent, my dear Fanny, is to 
ſend the incloſed letter which I have 
juſt received from Strafford. I truſt you 
will be able to convey it to our beloved 
friend, nd I know that nothing can be 
ſo great a comfort to her in her preſent 
wretched ſituation, as to learn the exer- 
tions making for her relief by the deareſt 
object to her upon earth. 


He ſeems in the higheſt ſpirits with | 


the hopes of delivering his Matilda. I 
hope his love will not make him too 
confident and adventurous, but that he 
will duly reflect that this is too intereſt- 
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ing an affair to put any thing unnecef<_ 
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ſarlly to the hazard; ſince, alas, when 


the utmoſt precautions are taken, the 
event muſt ſtill remain ſo precarious. 1 
ſhall be more than ever anxious to hear 


how all things are going on at Fordwich. 
Should any thing happen to thwart our 


wiſhes, ſhould Strafford, though hither- 
to ſucceſsful, now meet with any re- 
pulſe, ſhould he, oh dreadful thought! 
fall a victim in this cruel conteſt; what 
hope could then remain of our beloved 
friend, or the venerable governor, ever 


being delivered from the hands of the 


inexorable Sherland. But I will not in- 
dulge in ſuch gloomy thoughts, will. 
not thus anticipate misfortune, — fince, 


as no reverſe has yet happened, I may 
fairly indulge: the delightful hope, that 
the ſame Providence which bas guided 
dur hero thus far, will continue to pro- 
tect him, and crown him finally with 
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Ah, my Fanny, how often is that 
ne once the ſcene of our moſt de- 
lightful-hours of ſocial enjoyment, now 
the witneſs of my alternate | tranſports 
and lamentations. The echo which was 
formerly reſponſive to the ſoft tones of 
my harp, and the far ſweeter ſounds of 
our Matilda's voice, as ſhe artleſsly 
fung the tender lays her attachment 
prompted, ..is now mute, or anſwers 
only tomy mournfulexclamations, when, 
alone, I call upon the cheriſhed names 
of Matilda, of Fanny, of Strafford, 
and aſk the inſenſible objects around me 
where you are? what you ſuffer? or 
what glorious achievements the latter 
may be accompliſhing to bring uf. 
ferings to an end. ne e 
My Fanny, what a conſolation is it, 
that you have met with ſuch a kind 
heart as Waterford's, and have the pow. 
er of knowing daily the exact ſituation 
of our friend: for how painful ſoever 


= (i463)- 
it may be to hear what ſhe endures, tis 
far more terrible to remain in ignorance 
of her fate, when fancy might paint 
her experiencing outrages even more 
dreadful than what ſhe has n en- 
TCounterec. ne 
Perhaps it may appear LAN wid 
extravagant, but I own, Fanny, that 
I have not always been able to reſiſt 
envying you your ſituation, diſtreſſing 
as it has been, fince you have had it in 
your power ſo much to alleviate the 
ſufferings of one ſo dear. And though 
now cut off from perſonal intercourſe 
with her, yet you ſtill can have the me- 


-  Iancholy conſolation of hearing of her 


regularly, and of regularly writing to 
her, and by thus employing her pen 
and engaging her attention, can help to 
diſpel the tedium of thoſe hours which 
ſhe ſptnds in gloomy ſolitude. Theſe: 
ate real ſoutees of ſatisfaction to the 

mind; and often, when I think of them. 


18 5 I can 


. 6 


I can ſcarcely: refrain from heaving a! 
ſigh, and arraigning fate as unkind, in 
having denied to me what ſhe has grant - 
ed to you; nor do I wiſh for any thing 
ſo much as to exchange the tranquil 
icenes. of Penwood, and the ſerenity 
and retirement in which we live, for the 

buſtle and tumult of Fordwich. -/.. - /; 
But, perhaps, this is ungrateful to my 
mother I will think of it no more 
Yet when I have been many days with- 
out hearing of you and my Matilda, 
my heart ſickens within me, and I think 
nothing in the world is to be compared 
to the painful ignorance in which I live, 
concerning the fate of perſons ſo dear 
to me. On this ſubject too our deareſt 
mother often dwells, and though ſhe 
has not, like myſelf, ever appeared to 
wiſn that ſhe could join you, yet ſhe 
has conſtantly evinced the maſt tor- 
menting anxiety on yours and Matilda's. 
account, and called on me to conifart. 
her 
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her under a fuſpenſe ſo horrible. Alas 
Fanny, how can I give her comfort 
when I ſtand ſo much in need of it my- 
{elf ?—Yet I endeavour it as far as lies 
„ „ 
I as not able to ſend Matilda's laſt 
letter to her Straffofd, till the return of 
the meſſenger who brought the letter 
from him, which I now encloſe. Oh, 

ſhould he but ſucceed, our reſtoration 
to each other may not be far diſtant. 
But in my ————— "on 
| almoſt enn to think that this is 


that whatever may be the fate of the 
town, 'Sherland will never ſuffer his de- 
voted victim to come alive out of his 
hands. Yet Providence is the guardian 
Ol innocence and nee thitt nn 
reſt. che hopes of- WE nnn 54 

0465 our truly ischs THY 
Ale Ren \ MARIA S EAGROVE. 
i F LETTER 
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"HE letter E-received W you this 
morning, my deareſt Matilda, con - 
taining the dreadful detail of your ſuf- 
ferings laſt night, filled me with the bit- 
tereſt agony in the retroſpect of the 
paſt, and the moſt dreadful apprehen- 
ſions when I looked forward to the fu- 
ture, and reflected how many repeti- 
tions of ſuch trials might be in ſtore 


for you, unleſs you could be reſcued 
without delay from the tyrant's power. 
I inſtantly communicated both your 
ſtory, and my fears, to my only friend 


and counſellor, the faithful Waterford, 
and conſulted him whether it might 
not be poſſible to deviſe fome new plan 


Vol. II. D far 
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or your eſcape, before night ſhould 
offer another opportunity for a repeti- 
tion of the villain's attempt, when he 
would probably have taken meaſures to 
ſecure. his not being again foil. 
After ſome conſideration, he faid that 
bo thought this not impoſſible; he knew 
of a ſecret receſs in the caſtle, whither 
he could conduct you in the evening, 
and where you might probably be lodged 
in ſafety, till the filence and darkneſs of 
night ſhould permit of our executing 
plan in which we had once been 
warted. The great diffculty here, 


be ſaid, would be to give you netice 


of this, ſo that you might be prepared 
for. going, as he was fearful that you 
might not be willing to accompany him 
without ſome previous explanation of 
the plan, and for that no time could 
poſſibly be allowed when he ſhould ar- 
nve, ſince a moment's delay might ruin 


— . ſtill e in reſource, he, on 
a little 


n 

x little farther refleckion, faid, he could 
carry you à few lines hie the Ge- 
neral was at dinner at the meſs, and 
then when he ſhould go for you in the 
evening, you would only have to come 
away with ore at once Memos 3 word 
of parley. a 

Will 16'S not affent to tlie Matilda? 
—T feel that our riſque will be greater 
in this inſtance, than if we could have 
followed our original” plan, fince three 
or four hours muſt elapſe between your 
firſt leaving your room, and our finally - 
. the town. Yet, farely whetch- 
eds js now your fituation, it is far bet- 
ter to run this riſque, than | the more 
dreadful one of continuing aftiotherfiight 
expoſed to a repetition of ſuch ſcenes 
as the laſt preſented. Think on this 
well. Waterford will certainly come to 
you at the time of evening muſter; 
when I truſt T ſhall hear that he has 
conducted you fafely out of che villain's 
unrl De poet 


* 


| — and that you will ſoon be re · 
* to the arms of 


5 1 Wann abedlionste 
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P. S. Oh Matilda, I reſume my pen 
juſt to add that our indefatigable friend 
has been farther exerting himſelf for us, 
and has gained over his young centinel 
to aſſiſt the Governor in eſcaping, Who 
will meet us at one o'clock-at the weſt- 
ern gate, and we ſhall all fly together. 
| It i is impoſſible, now ſuch an addition is 
made to the plan, but that you Hut 
joyfully accede to it. Ones ere 
e een 
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Ms r SEAGROVE, o Miss 
- SEAGROVE. 
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Hin lia Marin what. 4 de- 
tail have I now. to give you! 
What: are all the moft flattering proſ- 


pects held out to us in this world, what 
all the hopes preſented to thoſe who are 
labouring under afflictions and hard- 
mips, of finding ſome alleviations of 
their forrows;: and perhaps of ultimate 
reſtoration: to happineſs, but ſo many 
ignes fatui, glittering only to betray 
luring the wretch onwards with ideas of 
better fortune, or of more peaceful 
hours, only to plunge him deeper and 
2 into the abyſs of calamity. @- 

- I ſhall encloſe a variety of letters 
which have paſſed between Matilda and 
#TT2 1 D 3 muyſelf, 


4 * 
myſelf, Which will explain our tranſac- 
tions here down to nearly the preſent 
moment, and J have only therefore now 
to add to them, fuch particulars as are 

_ requiſite to make the narrative complete. 
Yeſterday morning, while I was writing 
the laſt letter which you will find from 
me to Matilda, Waterford, Wwho had 
been out for ſome time, came running 
td me with the utmoſt | eagerneſs, and 
with looks expreſſive at once both of | 
tranſport and anxiety. Oh, madam,” 
he ſaid, I have brought you joyful 
news indeed! I have been talking again 
with the young centinel, and thanking 
bim for what he had done for us, when 
be immediately faid that he ſhould be 
very glad to do us any other ſervice at 
any time that was in his power, ſo at 
Aaſt I ventured to give him a hint about 
fetting the Governor at liberty, and he 
aid he would do it moſt joyfully, if he 
could get away out of the town. One 
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9 
thing thus brought on another, till at 
laſt he has been backwards and forwards 
to the Governor ſeveral times, and it is 
now all ſettled that he is to meet us at 
the welt gate exactly at one o' clock, 
and then we ſhall all get away together.“ 
Tou will imagine, Maria, what an 
addition it muſt be to the delight I felt 
in the idea of Matilda's eſcape, when 
found the party would: be thus com- 
pleted, and I added a few lines to the 
letter L was then writing to my poor 
friend, to make her a partaker in this 
tranſporting proſpect, in which ſhe was 
e mull mers intrarted than Shin 
Gf e 102-906 

Not doubting that Matilda. {ire 
aca; to the new plan my letter pro- 
poſed for her deliverance, Waterford 
went in the evening to her apartment, 
where he found her not anly ready to 
accompany. him, but expecting him 
with the utmoſt impatience. She was 
dun: D 4 ſome- 


A888 0). 
ſomewhat more compoſed than in the 
morning, as ihe had not feen Sherland 
all day, and wus much eaher” in her 
mind ſince ſhe found that her beloved 
parent would not be expoſed to the ad- 
flight might bring pen hüt. 0 ell. 
The good ſoldier conducted her to the 
receſs he had mentioned, which was form- 
ed behind the wainſcot of a room, in 
the moſt ruinous part of che caſtle, and 
Which was only acceſſible by means of 
a ſliding pannel, and known to very fe 
perſons. Here he left her with à light, 
till the moment ſhould arrive when he 
might think it ſafe to remove her en- 
tirely from thoſe walls which had once 
been to her an abode of ſo much hap- 
pineſs, but had lately been converted 
into a manſion of horrors, and then 
came to me to aprt ys Eg 
"_ n | 
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ieties were not leſſened by knowing chat 


we were thus far embarked in rather a 


deſperate. undertaking, the ſucceſs of 


which {all hung on ſo many nice con- 
tingencies. Never did any time in my 
life appear to me ſo tedious as the in- 
terval which now. paſſed; I thought mid- 
night never would arrive, but at length 
all ſeemed repaid, by beholding our 
charming friend enter ſafe under the 
protection of one of the worthieſt or 
human being. 
I cannot deſcribe the locking Wen 
ports teſtified on both ſides at our meet - 
ing; but it Was not however a time 


in which many moments could be al- 


lowed for the indulgence of them, for 
much yet remained to be done before 
we could tell whether we really had ſo- 


lid cauſe for rejoicing. Matilda was ſoon 
dreſſed in the garments we had provided 
for her, and, accompanied by Water- ; 


- 
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. ſhiverings of fear. 


HAR | '( os?) . 
ora, we Both ſet out on dur expati- 
tion, with hearts deeply agitated be- 


tween the exultations' of gn 5 ts 


At length we ſafely phe We welt 
_ ern gate, where, Perceiving a" man in 
tho diſguiſe, which it had been agreed 
the Governor ſhould aſſume, we gave 


the appointed ſignal for recognizing 


'*_ __ each other, which being duly anſwered, 


Matilda eagerly caught hold of his arm, 
and preſſed his hand involuntarily to her 
Ups. The night was dark and diſmal, 

fo that we could not ſee each other ſuf - 
ficiently by any means to diftinguiſh 
features; Matilda's affectionate preffure 
of the hand, was anfwered by our new 
aſſociate's throwing his arm around her, 
and ſaying in a voice as low as poffible 
> be articulate, © Our plan is fome- 

. what altered—I muſt conduct you—we 
| tall fly to Strafford's camp, and muſt 
"therefore turn our courſe to another 
. gate. 


i 259 ) 
gate. Come with me, ee We 
a word. 25 495 Wers 13; 


We obeyed, we followed him i in 6. | 


5 till we came at laſt to the door 
of a {mall houſe at which we ſtopped: 
Our conductor then gave three loud 
| hems, when the door being opened, he 
ſaicl, go in.“ Ion I began to be 


ſome what alarmed, yet, ſituated as we 


now were, we could only obey. But 


no ſooner were we all in the houſe and 
the entrance cloſed upon us, than a2 


room door being opened on one ſide of 
the paſſage, we beheld, Oh Maria, 


judge with what horror,. Governor | 


Boynton in chains, guarded, by fix fol- 
ers with fixed bayonets, while at the 
ame time the man who had enticed us 
thither, throwing, off his difguile, diſco- 
vered to us the traitor Sherland himſelf. 


Matilda, he gave a band Krick and 
| N. 5 D 6 CLE SE is tell 
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This was altogether too much for 


= —_ a" 


„ >> ES» _ 
fell back ſetifeleſs; d:baving juſt power: 
ſufficient: to catch her in falling, ſo as 
to break the force of her coming to the 
ground. Ob, Maria, were I to live to 
the age of two hundred years, I never 
ſhall forget that moment, I: thought in · 
deed, that the ſoul of my beloved friend 
had found reſt from all its troubles, that 
ſhe. could ſuffer. no more from the perſe - 
cutions of the monſter, into whoſe hands 
the had again fallen, and with a convul- 
ive horrid tranſport I claſped my hands 
together, and falling on my knees, ex- 

claimed, * Thank n Hane 
ed. n „ 29e Niese 
. 80.1 W n A Shetland, for he 
ſeemed for ſome minutes abſolutely. pe- 
trified, nor did he, or any one elſe, ſtir to 
her relief. But after a minute or two of 
the molt frightful ſilence and ſtupefaction 
among all preſent, Waterford advanced, 
and raiſing OR to uſe ſome ef- 
EDITS . forts 


„ N 
forts for her reſtordtion- This ſoemed 
to rouſe Sherland, and he immediate 


ly decame aſſiquous about her, Wen 


ſoon a faint return of colour into her 
cheeks, and a flight motion in her 
pulſe, evinced that this was a ceſſation 
only, not an e we * the e 
powers. | 5 : [1; "4"; 5 «145 
9 e n the Gould 
be carried into another room, and de- 
fired me to attend her. Oh no,“ 
cried the governor, © take her not away 
from me: Though denied the power 
of ſtirring to her relief, let me ſee her 
lovely eyes once more open, let me hear 
the ſound of her angelic voice yet again, 
before we are ſeparated for ever — Ah, 
ſhe may indeed for a ſhort time recover 


to ſenſe; but, monſter; doſt thou think 


a frame like that, accuſtamed to all 
the indulgences of life, can long be 
proof 0 110 barbarities Oh, 
+11 l 9 


. 0 | 


tidal“ Rt robot TMM 
The ſound af a voice ſo dear, ſeemed 
to awaken the poor ſufferer from her 
trance, and opening her | feeble eyes, 
of him gave ber freſn ſtrength, and 
burſting from us, ſhe ruſhed into his 
arms, which his chains would. ſcarcely 
permit him to throw around her: 
Sherland now quitted the room, ſay- 
_ © watch them all carefully. vou ſhall 
anſwer for them with your lives, 10 
whether any good were to be augured 
from it, and whether even his flinty 

heart might not be touched by. a, ſcene 
o affecting; but I fear his abſence Was 
prompted by a very different motive, and 
that, apprehenſive leſt he ſhould not go 
ſteadily through with his ſavage reſolu- 
tion, he went out only to fortify himſelf 

4200 | the 
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| the more ſecutely by a temporiryabſance, 
and perhaps by ſwallowing ſuch ſtimu- 
hnts as be thought would brace his 
nerves more firmly againſt the intru- 
fion of any ſenſation ſo N ta is 
nature as compaſſion. 4 

In a quarter of ene 
The interval fince his departure had 
been paſſed by us in total ſſlence, none 
of us could ſpeak, none could aſk the 
other how all this had happened, or 
could lament to the other the ſeverity 
of our fates. Matilda ſtill remained in 
ber father's arms, neither of them ſhed - 
a tear, it would have been an inade- 
quate e ee of 3 * 
theirs. 

But when Sherland W the 
ſeene was changed. Entering, he ad- 
dreſſed the ſoldiers, you know your 
duty.“ —Alas, they knew it but too 
well; they withdrew Matilda from the 
| ende of her manacled father, which 
both 


4 64. 


| both ſuffered without n and 
then "Jookening, a chain which. faſtened. 
the Governor's legs together, ſo as 1 


prevent his ſtirring, - they fai, 4% 


ſoner, you muſt, follow us,” —He 27 


up at their command, and gaſting a 
book of anguiſh on his, daughter, was 
immediately guarded out of the houſe, 
by three of the ſoldiers. - The other 
three, after loading. Waterford with 


chains, led him away in like manner. 


All this paſſed in Alence--Aatida 
and 1 ſeemed perfectly ſtupified, and 
looked on without uttering a word, or 
ſo much as a figh. When We only 
were left with Sherland, & and now my 
pretty fugitives,” he inſultingly. aid, 
+Y will you accompany me quietly, | or - 
muſt 1 have recourſe to chains and muſ- 
Ines for you alſo?” . | 


4 * Barbarian,” IL replied, you name: 
we arc in * poxer 1 on, we ſhall. 


1 He HY 421 — * . follow.” 


& * 
. 
OE 
k * „ 
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follow. Pike 1 60 Mats aft . 


1 4 1 2 
and placing it ith mine, e, 985 went. 


away, attended by our perſecutor, who 


led us ſtrait to the Caſtle, and up to, 


the apartment” which Matilda bad in. 
babited before the town Unfortunately | 
fell into his hands. 225 

1 ſhall not, Madam,“ ks: faid as. 


we entered, conduct vou back to yout,, 


former ſolitude. I wiſh to ſhew you. 
that 1 can be generous, "though yu 
have treated me -with ſuch continued 
diſdain, and now made an attempt to 
eſcape. Nou ſhall be ' reſtored to as 
many Fo! the comforts of which you re- 
proach me that I have deprived you, as 


is conſiſtent with the neceſſary reſtraint 
I am compelled to lay upon your free- | 
dom ; you ſhall inhabit this apartment, 8 


and if you will make. me one folema 


promiſe which I ſhall mention, this Boy, : 


hall be 1-23 pe ne wt 


«Oh. 


% + TRAP ay <> 
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Oh beavens !“ cried Matilda ea. 
gerly, what is this promiſe ? I hope 
one with which I can comply. CL 

Tis ſimply, Madam, that you will 
never, either directly or indirectly, ſeel 
to make any attempt upon your | life; 
but, on the contrary endeavour, : by a 
due attention to yourſelf, to preſerve 
your health and ftrength; Give me 4 
ſolemn promiſe to do this, I think 1 
may rely upon your faith, and you ſhall 
then be no more ſeparated; from your 
ie e eins 
II Will ſwear it, if you require, ſhe 
replied, ſolemnly claſping her hands to- 
and at the ſame time bleſs you, and 
pray that the dawn of mercy thus beam- 
ing from your boſom, may ſoon riſe 
into tfferidian ſplendor; and that, by a 
total dereliction of the principles on 
which you have hitherto acted towards 
me, and a change in the fatal ſyſtem 


you 


| 
| 
| 


SS.) 23 
you have purſued, you may ſhew your 
ſelf worthy the name of man 

« I am ſatisfied,” he ſaid, © \remain 


| here then, you will find every thing 


exactly as when you left it. But I will 
warn you that you will be cloſely guard- 
ed, I have found bars and bolts inef - 
ficient, I muſt now have recourſe to * 


Hayonet- and muſket.” 


. He was then thank, ab Se but 
Matilda, ſomewhat emboldened by ſo 
great a conceſſion as his allowing her a 
companion, ventured to treſpaſs farther 
upon this ſoftened appearance, and aid, © 


oh, yet let me aſk} one thing more! 
Tell me! I conjure you tell me! what 
is to become of my father and Water · 


ford? 


I know- not that myſelf, e 


ſent,” he replied, but be aſſured, 
when Jam come to any determination 
about them, you will be duly informed 


of it; perhaps, indeed, my determina- 


tion 
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tian may be principally influenced -by 


after we heard him return with a guard, 


tored to each others ſociety, that Ma- 


68) 


vu. ,;So -faying; he left us, lock 
ing the door carefully, and very ſoon 


which he ſtationed on the outſido 
of the room, with the ſtricteſt in- 


Junctions to be faithful to tbeir truſt; 
and the bitterſt denunciations in caſe 


he ſhould ever find that they attempted 
to hold any bd With the pri- 


ſoners within. * 3* a8 +. | Mets is A 


Oh, Maria, eee to 


| whats burſt of agony did we both give 


way yet in the midſt of it all, how 
thankful did we feel that we were ref: 


tilda ; was more comfortaſly fituated, 


and. that, by having me coſtantly with 


ber, thei was releaſed... from thoſe ter- 
roxs of violence which ſhe: had: before 


experienced. What motives can have 


2 ipfluenced, the villain to ſuch-a-relaxa+ 
tion .in bis cruelty, it s) ect to 


N. gueſs, 


f 


doeh, unleſs it may gerliaps) ariſe from 
ſerious NAIR as to The health 
of his victim td 00h, 21143808 

We Are ſtill in total! hinges: of all 


puticulars relative to the detektiom f 


our ſcheme) and I fear ſhall remain ſo, 
ſince I ſee no probable means by which 
they are to be obtained. Alas, Tran 
almoſt afraid that Waterford muſt have = 
confided too haſfrily in the young cen - 
tinel, and that it was by means of him 
the diſcovery was made. H wever that 


may be, there appears now but too much 


reaſon to fear that all poſſibility of in- 
tercourſe between us and you, my dear 


and ſo I hope” will Matilda, it . 


al, A opt ee ey -reſt in the 


bope that by ſome chance, on Which 
we cannot at preſent calculate, e may 
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may alſo fall a victim to his compaſſion. 


7% 
All this has been written While Ma. 
tilda is ſleeping. It was not without 


difficulty that I could perſuade her to 
lie down, as ſhe faid ſhe was fure the 


| anxieties of her mind would not per- 
mit ber obtaining any repoſe. But J 


did indeed hope otherwiſe, for I ſaw 


that the powers of nature were wholly . 


exhauſted by ſuch continual watchings, 


and muſt be recruited. I truſt that ſhe 


will awaken much refreſhed and re- 

Our greateſt ſubjects of uneaſineſz 
now, are the Governor and Waterford, 
Every thing is to be feared for them, 
the latter in particular, from Sherland's 
revengeful temper. Sometimes too 1 
feel anxious about the centinel, for if 
he is not our betrayer, he Fam afraid 


now overheard among the guards at the 


door, I have Ropes that Strafford will 


a 


CY > 


1 2 | have 


( pr. ) 


have completely inveſted the town to- 
morrow. Adieu for the preſent, "_ 
8 1 n and believe me, 


Tour truly affectionate, 
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ANN tells me I muſt mite: to 
to you, my deareſt Maria. But 
alas to what purpoſe ? it can be only to 
weary you with my ſad complaints. Oh 


what a heavy load of affliction 15 now 


added to what I before ſuffered poor 
unforcunate Waterford ] the kindeſt, 


braveſt heart that ever warmed a hu- 


man breaſt. Would that 1 1 n 
| n . 4431 48 Þ8 
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Three days have now elapſed, Ma. 
ria, ſince our return into captivity, and 
no tidings can I learn, reſpeQing my | 
father or Waterford. In vain have I ſo- 
licited Sherland to tell me what was to 
bethear fate, I could obtain no other an- 
ſwers but that he had not determined, 
till laſt night, when-he-tortured me more 
than ever, by ſaying I, ſhould ſoon 
know. Alas! his cruel meaning is now 
too fully explained, at leaſt as, far 28 
concerns Waterford. Very early this 
A: having feareely ſlept at all, miſerable 
as I was, almoſt to diſtraction, I heard 
a voice under the window of my dreſſing 
room, which made a lamentable moan- 
ing. I liſtened attentively, and per- 
ceivisg it was a female, addreſſing, as [ 
thought, her complaints to me, I roſe 
up, and flipping on my clothes, went 
to the window, ſhutting the door of 


the room that F any might not be 
ws ; diſturbed, 


| ( W- 7 1 

; diſturbed. I opened the — 5 
perceived a very pretty young' crew- th 
1 ture, who appeared in the deepeſt diſ- pri 
* treſs, and was hne and 1 
) crying bitterly. * 
5 My good girl,“ ſaid 1. * white 1 
„uke ye kither? Surely there nad ; 
no addition to the miſeries you will find 3 
in this apartment, nor is there any hope 3 
that you could find here an alleviation $ 
WU of your ſorrows, unleſs the fight of one 1 
| more wretched than ' yourſelf, ſhould ul 
| WM cnable you the better to bear yours.” | 0 
5 Oh madam, madam, “ ſhe cried, F 
| «jj nobody's: ſorrows ean be greater than F 
| mine Oh; you have deprived me of = 
the kindeſt, beſt of huſbands—you have 

indeed'!—T know you did not mean ix! 

I know you are kind and good, amd 

would not willingly do barm to any 
| body, but you have beteſt me of my 
| huſband, and 1 never can have comfort 
| more! Whither can go WA. What can 1 
| Vor. II. E. _— 
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do l my miſeries quite oyerpower, me! 


. that I could loſe myſelf !”” 


. Hearing theſe frantic ae”... 


Was, at. firſt, fearful. that this muſt be 


ſome. poor lunatic, who had, perhaps, 


loſt a huſband the day before, in a con- 


flict which has taken place between 
Strafford's army and the garriſon : but 
then ſuddenly. it ruſhed upon my mind 
that it was more likely ſhe: might be the 


eme wife of Waterford. Hea- 


ns, I cried, tell me, tell me, are 
— thu Sally Waterford, is 9905 hul- 
Land ſtill alive?” 11. 
He is alive, 1 * — * 


madam,” ſhe anſwered, but, God 
knows, J ſuppoſe he will not be ſo many 


days longer; perhaps not another day. 
MWretch that I am! Oh, that ever J was 
horn] What will become of, me 5 
poor, poor Benjamin!“ 

Good God, what Fag you. cakes, 


Vas hen his tot”, en 
„ Oh, 


, | — 
* 


8 


Oh, madam, yeſterday he was kad 
vp to a court martial, he was accuſed 
of wanting to deſert to the enemy, and 
of having endeavoured. to carry you 
away. Never was ſuch a court martial 
ſeen, they all knew what the General 
wanted, and fo they found him guilty, 
and he is ſentenced to be ſhot.” Heaven 


only knows * the men is to 


be executed 
* Oh God pid 80 FE FORD? any 
r- my Father?“ 14 18 


« Oh no; madam, I act e beg 
your pardon ten thouſand times, huti 


indeed, T could not think of any thing ; 


but my poor Benjamin. Oh, madam{ 
one of his comrades came to tell me 
that the trial was over, and he was ſent 
cloſe guarded back to his priſon, and 
put in double irons! !Þ'was'fo" terrified 
I did not _— how'toibear my" life, 1 


had not ſeen him, poor fellom, ever . 


fnce! he was. taken up; ff G 15 
* le.. 311} E 2 | 
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gave ſuch ſtrict orders about guarding 
him; but 1 never could think he would 
be aeg only for doing q piece of good 

Well, madam, I left my poor 
— to the care of a friend, and away 
1 ran to the. priſon, where they told 
me my huſband was ſhut up, and 1 
beggetl and prayed, and went down on 
my knees to them, to let me ſee him, 
but they were ſo hard-hearted they re- 
fuſed. it; and, would you think it, ma- 
dam, they called me itnpudent baggage 
for aſking it;——for AP to ſee my huſ- 
band, madarn.” _ 

Here again ſhe wept vey wrung her 
Lands till he almoſt made me as diſ. 
- tracted: as herſelf; then, after a little 
while, having ſomewhat weder her. 


fell, ſhe went en. 


was ſo wretched ca Glan that 
T could not bear to go home, fo I ſat 


Gown at the priſon. gate, weeping, and 


1 * and then 1 


FN 
thought of my poor children, and hur- 
ried, back to them, and ſpent the re- 
mainder of the wretched night at home, 
crying with chem, though they, dear 
innocents, were ignorant of the fate 
of their unhappy father. Then when 
morning came I was ſtill as bad as ever, 
quite crazy about my poor Benjamin, 
and I went to the General's quarters, 
and begged. to ſee him, but they drove 
me rudely away, and faid I had no bu 
fineſs to make ſuch a noiſe about my | 
huſband, for he was no better than a 
good for nothing traitor, Well, mas 
dam, I have been running about the 
town ever ſince, till, at laſt, I thought 
I. would come and tell you my dolef 
ſtory, not that I think to have any com · 
fort from you, madam, becauſe IL Kno 
it bas pleaſed, God that you have as 
much to grieve about as myſelf. 534 
I cannot deſcribe the horror vid 
which J. was re hearing this d= 


lation. 
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lation. My blood ran cold—1 felt my- 


ſelf the murderer of this good man, and 


the ruin of his wife and children, and 
repented, too late, that ever Lhad permit- 
ed him to embark ſuch dangerous lengths 


in my ſervice. I trembled ſo violently 


that I could not ſupport myſelf, my 


head turned round, my eye- ſight began 
to fail, 1 was forced to leave the win- 
dow, and fit down upon a chair, or I 
ſhould have fallen on the floor; caNarupas 
Some little time elapſed before I could 


- recover myſelf ſufficiently - to go again 
to the window, but when J did, I found 


that the unhappy mourner was gone. 
Shocked at the idea that ſhe had, per- 
haps, quitted her ſtation in deſpair at 


my diſappearance, as ſuppoſing me in- 


attentive to her ſorrows, I reproached 
myſelf for my weakneſs, at the ſame 


time that I found myſelf relapſing faſt 


again into a ſimilar ſituation. An uni- 
_ * and faintneſs ſeized me, 
7 | I with 


6 | 
} with difficulty tottered again into my 
chamber, and threw myſelf down upon 
my bed, there to give vent to thoſe 
feelings which I could not repreſs. 
Fanny awakened with my return, but 
it was long before I recovered power 
ſufficient - to inform her of the tragic 
ſtory I had been hearing, and the ago - 
nies of ſoul which F had witneſſed. I 
ſeverely cenſured my on conduct in 
acquieſcing in this poor fellow's en- 


gaging ſo deeply in my cauſe, both to 


his own, and his innocent family's 
ruin, and in ſuffering him thus te 
ruſh on a cruel death for my fake. It 
was not enough that I had repreſented 
to him all the dangers to which he 
would be expoſed, I ought not to have 
allowed of his incurring them, and 1 
even could ſcarcely help regarding my 
re· impriſonment, and the terrible fate of 
this innocent creature, as a puniſhment 
inflicted upon me, for yielding ſo in- 
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confiderately to plans in which 1 only 
uas to be beneſited ſhould they proe 
ſucceſsful, and in Which the hazards 1 
myſelf incurred, were nothing in com- 
pariſon with thoſe to which 1 en 
others. 2 | 
Oh Maria! 1a believe 1 ſhould | 
have. gone diſtracted if Fanny had not 
ſo kindly endeavoured to ſooth and con- 
ſole me, but ſhe at length did in ſome 
degree compoſe my ſpirits, though J 
never can be eaſy again if this poor 
fellow's life ſhould fall a facrifice to his 
kindneſs to me, and his wife and or- 
phans be thus left deſolate and unpro- 
tected, to ſtruggle againſt want, and 
the contumelies to which they will be 
ſubjected, on account of a huſband's 
and father's untimely fate. 
But Fanny will not ſuffer me to de- 
ſpond— Oh what a comfort is it to have 
her again with me How ſhe endea- 


. Yours to te my miſery by all the 
4 24 means 
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means ſhe can deviſe. Vet I know not 
my father's fate, and I dread more thai 
ever to hear it, i ſince I find ſuch ſeve- 
rity is practiſed againſt Waterford. Why 
did we ever think of flight ?—Was it 


not too obvious that we never could 


eſcape the vigilance of one, to whom 


guilt lends a thouſand, and a thouſand 
eyes. Oh, Maria, forgive theſe com- ö 


fann and pity 


. 


Ae Tour affiged friend, 


| MAT! LDA BOYNTON. 
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I ma, * to uſt you. again, 
my dear Maria, I have been pouring 
all my terrors into Fanny's boſom, but 


I ftill muſt dwell upon them, for I have 
been ſo impreſſed by them, that I can 


feel no other mitigation of the pangs I 
ſuffer than by talking or writing on the 


ſubject. I wiſh not to be ſuperſtitious, 
and I am angry with myſelf when 1 
think how much I ſuffer mere viſions 
of the night, the effects of a diſturbed 


imagination, to diſorder and agitate me; 
but, alas, Maria ! it is becauſe I know 
not how ſoon they may be transformed. 


into a realities. 


I. 
* * Wo 4 . 


Such 


ese 
Such a night of horrors as the laſt I 
never before experienced! All day had 
the agonies in which I beheld poor 
Sally Waterford, dwelt upon my ima- 
gination - more than once did I ſtart 
from my ſeat, fancying I heard the 
dreadful exploſion. which had deprived 
her for ever of one of the beſt of liuſ- 
bands, and: ſociety of one of its moſt 
valuable members, till, wearied with theſe 
horrible refle&ions, I went early to bed, 
in hopes that, if I could get ſome ſleep, 
I might loſe for a while the ſenſe of my 
wretchedneſs, and recruit my exhauſted 
powers both of body and mind. But 
far from finding the relief I. ſought, E 
only experienced an addition to my mi- 
ſeries, im a dream ſo terrible, that I cane 
not help relating it to you. * 
I had ſcarcely cloſed my eyes, before 
L fancied myſelf tranſported into a large 
toreſt, alone, and in the dead of night. 
I was dreadfully frightened, not towns 


„ ing. 


8 Ca) 
ing whither to fly for ſhelter or Kakety 
I walked on-flowly,: trembling at every 
ſtep I took, and hearing the howling 
ef wild beaſts all around, I expected 
nothing leſs every moment than to be- 
come their prey, and be devoured by 
them. Many large and hideous ſhapes 
paſſed backwards and forwards before 
me, but it was ſo dark that I could by 
nu means diftinguiſh what they were, 
$ and, giving myſelf up for loſt, I ſat down 
on the graſs, without any hopes of ever 
ling to ſee the return of day-light. 
While I remained thus in the utmoſt 
agony and defpair, praying to God for 
protection, I ſaw the glimmering of a 
light at a diſtance among the trees, 


which, for a while, only ſeemed to ap- 
pear at intervals for a moment, and then 
vaniſh again; but at length it became 
more ſteady, and, as I thought, approached 
me by degrees, till, when I came ſuffici- 
has | e 


/ 


( & ) 
the figure of a man carrying a lanthorn 
in his hand. I inſtantly zoſe up and 
ran towards him, earneſtly entreating 
him to conduct me from ſo Seer es 
horrible a place. 

He ſeemed aſtoniſhed to find a wo- 
man in that unfrequented foreſt, at fuck 
an hour, and faid he would conduct 
me to a cottage where I ſhould be 
placed in perfect ſafety. I accordingly 
took hold of his arm, and we walked 
on together for a conſiderable time, 
without meeting with any accident, but 
{till we heard the ſame howlings of beaſts, 
and were aſſailed by a thouſand other 
ſtrange and confuſed noiſes. | My guide 
ſeeing me alarmed, exhorted me to take 
courage, and, aſſuring me that he would 
protect me from any danger, I began to 
be a little comforted, aud de walk: on 
more boldly. | 

We proceeded thus "OR form many 
_ often climbing over mountains 

and 


686) 


and ctaggy rocks, which ſcemed of a 
tremendous height, but I ſaw no ap- 
pearance of any thing like a cottage, 


till at laſt I began to grow very faint 
and'weary. I then aſked my compani- 
an if he had ſeen my father, or could 
give me any intelligence concerning him, 
for that I had loſt him, and was come 
thither to look for him. I had ſcarcely 
ſpoken theſe words, when methought 
an enormous lion ſprung up from the 
ground directly before us, and falling 
upon the poor man, tore him from me, 
and devoured him in a moment. 

I immediately fell on my face to the 
earth expecting every inſtant to ſhare 
the ſame fate; but having lain thus for 
ſome time unmoleſted, I ventured to 
_ raiſe myſelf up and. look about me, 
when I beheld before me a figure which 
I at once recognized as that of Water- 
ford, pale, bloody, and ſcarcely look- 
ing like a living being. He ſtretched 
. ut. 


697 
out his hand towards me, and with, a. 
mournful countenance and gentle voice, 
told me I ſhould never ſee him again; 
that he was purſued by a ſiend, Who. 
would drive him into a far diſtant coun- 
try, where he hoped he ſhould be de- 
livered from all his troubles, and find; 
himſelf. at reſt. Lattempted. to ſpeak, 
but, to my inexpreſſible mortification, I 
found that I had not the power of ut- 
tering a word, and I burſt intg a 
of tears. 
He again ſpoke to me in a mild 
and pathetic manner, begging me 
not to. weep for him, for that he 
ſhould ſoon. be happy. I was more 
than ever affected, and endeavoured a 
ſecond time to ſpeak, but was thrown 
into the utmoſt conſternation by be · E 
holding another perſon cloſe by: me, 
whoſe face and form reſembled. thoſe of 
Sherland. He was clad in a complete 
ſuit of armour, whence iſſued from all 
parts 
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parts; dazzling flames of fire, his ſword 
was drawn, and his countenance was full - 
of rage and fury. He was followed by 

a female figure like an angel, leading 
in each hand a lovely infant, and on his 
turning round to them with a threaten- 
ing aſpect, they all fell on their knees 
as if to implore his mercy. He how- 
ever ſeemed regardleſs of their entrea- 
ties, and brandifhed his ſword over their 
heads, as if going to kill them} when 
inſtantly they diſappeared. Enraged at 
this he turned about to Waterford, and, 
ſtriking at him with the cruel weapon 
he held in his hand, he ſeemed reſolved 
to avenge upon him the eee n 
be had juſt experienced. ö Wor 
Methougbt, on ſeeing this, I ſtarted 
forwards, and was attempting to run to 
him in order to ſeize his hand, but ſud- 
denly found myſelf transfixed to the 
. ground, and unable to move, White de 


ſtill goaded on the bloody phantom 


with 
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with the point of his ſword, pndeavours | 
ing to make him purſue his flight. This 
he ſoon effected, and in a fes moments 


they vaniſhed from my ſight;/while witk 
the violence of my ſtruggling to — 


them, I awoke; yet for ſome time ſo 
ſtrong, and ſo hortible was the impreſ- 
ſion upon. my mind, that 1 could, with -- 
difficulty, perſuade myſelf the whole 
was a mere coinage of the imagination. 
Oh, Maria! how dreadful is my ſitu- 
ation And is this poor man's crime 
then ſo great that nothing can atone it 
but his death ?—Oh, ſurely ſome means 
may yet be found to ſave him !—I will 
myſelf -entreat Sherland for him. Let 
how ?—he comes not to me as he was 


wont, ſcarcely has he been here fince 
our fatal attempt to eſcape. To what 
am I to impute this 7— Is he wearied 
with his fruitleſs attempts to ſhake my 
2 "reſolution, and ſo gives up the 


liberty 


1 why then not ſet me at 
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hberty at once? Alas, I fear the great» 
er probability is that this calm is only a 
| prelude to à more dreadful ſtorm than 
any I have yet encountered. Oh, my 
friend, my head is giddy with the idea 
of the horrors that may be preparing 
for me the pen drops from my hand, 
Jean add no more, at . at eee 
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+ haveſeenthis unhappy woman again! 
ee affecting interview. The 
cruel ſentence is not yet executed, and 
J have promifed the poor creature that 
if J ſee Sherland before it is too late, 
I will intercede with him, and leave no- 
thing uneſſayed, within my power, to 
perſuade him to revoke the -cruel ſen- 
tence. She gave me a hearty bleſſing, 
and uttered. fervent prayers for my ſuc- 


ceſs. I then aſked if ſhe could manage 


to convey letters for me to my friends, 
as her poor huſband had been accuſtom- 
a to LO which the: ſaid ſhe had no 

doubt 
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doubt ſhe could, and ſhould be heartily 


glad to do me ſuch a piece of ſervice; 
to her therefore I ſhall conſign what 
we have already written, and if ſhe ſuc- 
ceeds in ſending them, they will not be 
the laſt you ſhall receive. 

Poor foul ! you cannot imagine 7 
tranſports on ſeeing Fanny to day, who, 
ſhe ſays, is one of the kindeſt, ſweeteſt 
tempered young ladies ſhe” ever ſaw, 
quite a pattern for her goodneſs and af. 
fability, in putting up ſo well with their 
humble fare, and ſhe is ſure that if her 
poor huſband muſt die at laſt, he will 
bleſs Miſs Fanny, along with his wife 
and babes, as the breath goes out of his 


body. Adieu, dear Maria, and believe 


me, | 
Moſt unalterably, yours, 

"MATILDA BOYNTON. 
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ur DEAREST MARIA, 


FTER a ſhort 8 8 re- union 
with our beloved Matilda, we are 


| now, to my unſpeakable regret, again ſe. 


parated. Oh how i ingenious is this dar. 
barian Sherland, in finding out 'new 


ways by which to torment his tee 


victim. I do now from my foul firmly 
believe that alarm leſt death ſhould 
depriye him of his prey, ſince Matilda“ 
health 1s evidently injured by all ſhe has 
ſuffered, has been the ſole motive of his 


late. relaxation of rigour, in allowing 


her more decent accommodations, in 


permitting me to be with her, and in 
oy abſtaining: 
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( 93 ) 
abſtaining ſo much from coming to ſee 
her, and now that this alarm has ſome- 


what ſubfided, he was glad of any ex- 


cuſe for ſeparating; me from her again. 
After three entire days of abſence 
from his miſtreſs; on the morning fol- 
lowing that 1n which our laſt packet to 
you was conſigned to poor Sally Water- 
ford's care, Sherland once more made 
his appearance. Matilda, full of her 
promiſes of interceſſion on Waterford's 
behalf, upon hearing the door open 
ſtarted from her ſeat, and running up 
to him, half wild, leſt even then all was 
over, would have fallen upon her knees, 


had he not prevented her, and catching 


her in his arms, exclaimed, “ To what 


good fortune, madam, am I to aſcribe ; 


2 reception ſo unexpected? Is Miſs 
Boynton's heart then, at laſt, touched 


with compaſſion, and does ſhe relent fo - 
far as to welcome the man whom the has 


ſo long deſpiſed?” 
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5 
8 It is compaſſion indeed, Mr. Sher: 
land,” ſhe replied, which actuated 


this haſty, this imprudent action. Yet 
let me not for a moment deceive you, 


—it was not, perhaps, the compaſſion 
which you meant to define, and to 
which you would falſely give that ap- 
pellation, but pity, for an unfortunate 


victim, who has fallen under your heavy 


condemnation, whoſe guilt is imputable 
to me alone, and for whoſe life [ _ 
therefore intercede.” | 

„ have no time now, dba l 
liſten to interceſſions. I came hither 
merely to ſay that the criminal to whom 
you allude is extremely anxious for 
balf an hour's converſation with your 


ftiend, before his guilt ſhall receive its 


juſt recompenſe. To this interview | 


have conſented, only that I warn you 


if the lady once quits this apartment, 
the quits it for a permanence. I leave 
her and you therefore to your choice 
1 | In 


. > 
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I half an hour I-Chall-ſend -hither a a 


ſoldier whom I can truſt; he ſhall, if 
the lady chuſes it, conduct her to the 
criminal, and they ſhall trave as long a 
conference as they pl eaſe, but = that 
caſe ſhe returns to you no more.“ S0 
faying, he hurried out of the room, and 
ſhut the door eagerly after him, regard - 
leſs of Matilda's entreaties that he would 
ſtay but a few minutes to hear what 
ſhe had to urge in tlie 80 wretch's 
behalf. J 29:9 

Matilda ſtood for E moments with 
her eyes fixed on the door, and then 
throwing herſelf on a ſopha, lay there 
awhile motionleſs, with her face cons 
cealed in her hands. At length ſhe 
ſtarted up, and looking earneſtly at me, 
* you will go, Fanny,“ ſhe ſaid. | 

And leave you,“ I replied. 

* Waterford is anxious to ſee you.” 
Hut for worlds, I am ſure, We 


1 * you of your ſole companion.“ 
40 Oh, 
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* Oh, I never can be ealy unleſs you 
gol-—Is it not enough that I have 
brought him to a cruel and ignominious 
death, but I muſt alſo deprive him of 
every conſolation which could ſmooth 


the rugged: road he has to travel“. 
Think of this no more, I conjure 
you, Matilda. What are a few ſhort 


with the days, the weeks, perhaps, of 
folitary anguiſh, to a er thus 
be again condemned“ 

They cannot continue ov 57 
death, if not by Strafford, I muſt ſoon 
be releaſed; and this unfortunate man 


may have matters of importance to 


communicate. Oh, I conjure you by 
all the regard you have ever expreſſed 
for me, go to him! — He may know 
— in which my deareſt father 5 


concerned, perhaps of ſome dreadful 


vengeance \meditated _—_ him by-the 
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moments to a dying wretch, compared 
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villain, which, knowing, you ny ws 
_ to prevent. g 
We argued this point ane tine 
I was very unwilling to be ſeparated 
from her again—I had heard her re- 
peatedly expreſs the conſolation ſhe 
found in having me with her, and 1 
could not bear the idea of her being 
once more left to encounter alone the 
perſecutions of Sherland. But I found 
her ſo anxious that I ſhould go, both 

as ſhe thought it a duty with regard to 
Waterford himſelf, and as the was 
poſſeſſed with the idea that he had im- 
portant diſcoveries | to make, that af 
length I yield. 2 

I cannot deſcribe the A leone, 
but it will be deeply impreſſed upon 
my mind to the laſt” moment of «wif = 
life. Oh, Maria, 1 think, I thinksthak 
1 ſhall never ſee her more - et youth 
does ſometimes maintain Jong: ſtruggies, 
and rife triumphant -over che cruel ie? 
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dy #4daſt;cin dhgt I. Place my hopes, 


though resſon would tell me that thy 
*ich 48. er net. 32997 eo 

She preſſed „ hand to her, lips 
again, and, again, while ſhe bathed it 


with, tea, and prayed , heaven to Te- 


pard all my kindneſs to her, for even 


| ſhould ſhe, live to be reſtored to her 


friends, and to happineſs, it was im- 
poſſible that ſhe could herlelf make 
me amends. She charged me to write 
to her daily, and by means of g ſtring 
let donn from the window at night, ſhe 
could. draw the letters up,, and. they 
would now be her only ſolace, her onl 
fociety. Particularly . ſhe, charged me 
to give ber à regular account of the 
progrels of the ſiege, which ſhe ſaid 


would almoſt compenſate for the loſs of 


my, company. She bade me be under 
no apprehenfons with regard to Sher. 
lend, that ſhe was reſolute, and if re 
nad dan Gan — 
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one reſoutce of u hich he could not de- 
prive her- -He miglit take away all | 
offenſive weapons, but 16 forte ket to 
ent was Out of his power. Dag * * 'C | 


At length the ſoldier appeared: 1 
requeſted him to wait without the 


minutes; he 'complied; and left the 
room. I threw my arms round my 
friend, L felt this I think the cruclleft 


moment I cwef experflenced in tiny kf. 
Oh, Matia, furely the ſeparation be⸗ 


teen the ſoul and body” cannot Geca- 
ſion Py pang more ſevere; « cannot. 
cannot leave you!“ F cried im a voice 


farceſy articulate. Su e tag 


My friend 8 Füngy ben che Raid, 
* rouſe-yourfelf toigtcatit firmneſs 
Reflect that 5 „ that affection calls 
Whither you ate going. reflect ot the 
and you thuſt'be fenöble that nbtto HV 
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Oh barbarous, barbarous Sberland, to 
think that fuch a man ſhould thus be 
cut off in the prime of life ut let 
me entreat you, Fanny, for-- heavens 
Aalcef not to let him know that this 
compliance with him has occaſioned us 
-a7 ſingle pang—if poſſible let him die 
in ignorance of the hard conditions on 
ahich-yaur viſit was permitted. Fanny, 
carewel !-—T:truſt we ſhall ſoon meet 
again the town cannot long hold out 
againſt our hero. 1 een 
— W An l. 0 
dor: I could not ſpeak, I could only 
preſs her hand to my boſom, and with 
. look of anguiſh, a laſt look. as. 


gas 4 OE 4 F 


is nie pry mende to Ever 
Ken ** bohfect 
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obje& around-/ me -my following the 
ſoldier who conducted ere 
mechaniea}pi! 1am) a, 14 Aids 
Thie firſt thing een et 
my trance, was perceiving my con- 
ken ſtopy' and hearing him addreſs 
„this is the place, madam. 
Ea: giving a paper to the centinel, 
upon guard, he ſaid-—< here is an, 
order from the- general to admit. this 
lady to Benjamin Waterfprd z they are; 
to be left to themſelves, and ſhe; is tos 
ſtay as long as ſhe ple bi 935 J! 
On 2 hearing this, 4; immediately rer 
let my anguiſn be-vidble tothe worthy” 
creature whom I. Was to viſit, and I 
begged to be allowed to ſtop! a few 


minutes before I went in, juſt to re- 


cover myſelf, as I had been 4 good deal 


to "fee a dying man. be titeldier, 
en and, as well as be who-hag con” 
I duced 
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not to: 


agitated, and it was an affecting thing 


(+ 1627 )/ 
ducted me; Jo6ktd at me carneftiy, ad 
as thought net Without à Conſiders 
ble degree of compaſſion, and aſted me 
f 1 Would like to ſit dow in the 
gabler's bm for à few minutes; offer- 
ing at the ſame time to fetch me 4 
glafs of wine, or any thing elſe I might 
wiſh to recover me This 1 declined 
with thanks, while 1 reflected with 
minglecd concern, and pleaſure, upon 
the different behaviour ef theſs men 
and their general nerh, thut "the 
latter, who ought"ts Rt an exumple to 
thoſe under him, ſeemed tij be the only 
man is the arm whoſe heart was 3 
Fe er to the ſweet ſenſations of com- 
prion and bene chene, and pleaſure to 
fc that his men had not e e 
be us [aväge as Himſelf. Bü ach 
At length I was conducted? n 
long and diffnal paffuge under-ground, 
te u horrible cell, at one end of Which, 
| chuined to the 4 and lying ona 
_.. Ra: ſmall. | 


103 0 
fall heap..of ſtraw, I diſcerned, che 
object I ſought, and whom I. could 


juſt diſtinguiſh by means of an, iron 
grate, about a foot ſquare, 2 little below. 


the eeiliag of the dungeon. The groler, 


had ſhewn? ſo much attention as to 
bring a chair with him that I might f tit, 
down,, and looſening. the: chain which 
confinet). Materfprd to the ground, be 
| addreſſed bim, 81 hope, Ben, I my 

trult youy/ that, you, wil have ! 


cee fe then departed, leay= 
ing the Wo boats priſoner and me 
together, and carefully lacking the "i 
Won Us 48 he went qut⸗ 
-. Waterford none himpell up, an 

leaning againſt the wall, * IRC 
he ſaid, “ this is an indulgence. Jequld 
ſcarcely have hoped for how have you 
been able to obtain this permiſſion? You 
are the onlyperſon wWhom 1 bay ſeen fince 


wh nn confinement, for all inter: 


ff. F 4 courſe 


iour, 
enough woo! 10 make an ill uſe of this. 
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my wife and children, has been denied 
me. Ho can I ever ſufficiently thank 
you for coming to me! death will be 
deprived of half its pangs bnce 1 ſhall 
firſt have poured out my foul to vou!“ 

Ah, my friend, I anſwered, talk 
not to me of thanks, ſince you only 
thus remind me the mote eruelly, that 
L am far from having any claim on your: 
gratitade, ſince it is to your geal to 
ſerve me and my friends that you owe 


| er Ob, Godt what have ve 


not ſuffered upon your account? even 
babe un upon our n 1241. + 


-« Pray do not think of that, ma- 


dam, be teplied, I always told you 
that I conſidered my life as of no value, 


that it was forfeited at any rate, and 


it was of little conſequence to me, 


whether ſhould die by the hands of 
Mr. Sherland, or eſcape from him only 


to pay the forfeit due to my country. 
Bhd, 2 5 But, 


% — 
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(106% % 
But, madam, d iſhed ift poſſible to 
ſee, you, that you mighty know? the 
truth of our! plot's being die ered, 
ſince otherwiſe 1 was fearſul of your un- 
juſtly ſuſpecting the young centinel of 
n Hen Mn 
Indeed I am glad you can clear 
lim, . for though loath to doubt his 
fidelity, I own:4 eme 
abe N ti i whit 
No, madarns. — 
before IL knew what I have nom learnt. 
He, poor fellow, has happily i eſcaped, 
elſe I ſuppoſe he would:ithave: ſhared? 
my fate, hut L cannot helmihoping he: 
may have joined Mee Straffordꝰs army”: 
_ - ©, Pray heaven ite ma be fo} Te- 
have involved you in ſugh a. cataſtrophe. 
is ſufficient, without having his hier 
:Mo to anſwer for. But do you Knows: 
tow. our, plot was diſcoveted a π⁰ nt) 
R% a, on bet: 8 Ur 
Dai F 15 wy I am: 
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winged ou Being obliged; to tabe 
Mis Boyntòn away from het priſon, ſo 
firſt gave Mr. Shertandl &: ſuſpicion 
that che Governors eſcape miglit proba- 
bly be intended as wells bers, und this 
in order to ſatisfy hinſelf, ſince he muſt 
think if the Governor did eſcape, that by 
dogging him, he ſhould at laſt ſind ont 
Ne Boynton.“ 20 210k ya {99} 39 

Oh bew imprudent in us not to 
Hos that this would: moſt likely be 
the eaſt; But proceed, myifriend.”? 
© Why; madam, what makes me 


ink this, in that about ten O'cloch at 


night; he came to the quarters of the 


| bnged in whoſe cuſtody we found the 
Governor, and picking out fix whom 
he thought he could truſt, he ordered 


3 12% 3 j | OF +. 1 them 


gien 18 Wick thoſe ſoldiers be- 


Su 8 » ——_— 2 898 tc. tim. un.. gt FA ._T A's. all as Mo. r . 


C e 


them te charge their fitefdchasand fix 


their bayonete, and-follow bim - ble 
ed them te the priſon, where he told 
them be had: teaſon to ſuſpect that a 
Plat was formed for ſetting Governor 
Boynton at Uberty khat night, and it 
was rather his wiſh to detect it in the 
execution, than to prevent it. He 
then concealed them and himſelf in dif- 
ferent places about the priſon, ſo that 
it was ſcarcely poſſible the fugitive 
be ſeen by ſome one, and a ſigual Was 
agreed upon Which in that caſe was to 
de given, wWben Mr. Sherland himſelf 


fteient diſtance 1g keep him always in 
ſgut, and to find at laſt Where he 
meant to eonceal himſelf, While the lol: 
diers were to follow) Mr. Shetland, o 
28 to be within call wWheneven they 


an be wanted. e. Uns 100 


byr3bto off en een wil uod tl 
as F 6 Mr. 


was to follow the Governor, at a ſufr 
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Athe> i Ne, dene the firfi 
bderſon who, diſcovered. the ged. od 
gentleman as he came out from the 
priſon, and having given the! fignal for 
che ſoldiers to follow, he ſet out on 


| his cruel purſuit. Fle followed the Go: 


vernor to the weſtern, gate gf the town, 
where percciving him linger, Mer: Sher- 
land was ſoon convinced that this was 
the place of rendezvous, ſo. calling up 

the; ſoldiers, he commanded.;them- to 
_ take that man into their guſtod y. This 
they accordingly did, tying ahandker 
chief over his mouth, and hinding him. 
_ to, prevent his ſpeaking os; ſtruggling; 
and Mr. Sberland then ordering the 
gilguiſe which the Governor yore to be 
pulled off, be put it on- himſell, and 


 Aying to the, ſoldien that they knen 


whither to carry their priſoner, the G. 

pernor, was. borne: away; and Mr. Sher- 
land, remained himſelf, watching about 
the gate til N came. 6 249490. 01 
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« wy 
un But hoe den did he EnSl but 


That wa estirehy by chatte, when 
be found the ſignal we made; he gueſſect 
bow it eught to be -'anfwered; and 
anſwering accordingly; had the malicious 
ſatisfa&ion of finditig that hie was right: 
And 'how,-learnt wee Bagh 
| min 7 ele 

97 From: the gaoler; * ley pr 
the: ſtory from one of the - ſoldiers; 
When they had- guarded-the Governor 
n * r ſent in 


he had beton bend of the failure 
of the enterpfize, and thouglit he had 


nothing to do but to get aivay as faſt as 
poſſible, ſinee he mart 3 
found“ Ty. LOL: i 01 ene 
Fort which Werben be thaikea iii 
is y4 fptne comfort that he is ret Abel 


10 AS a martyt'to! his hurhahity. as 
1. Indeed, 
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crab far he anfirerdd10/it* iqimes | 
diately'?”!" A HRT lt eas | 
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deeply. ſomet hung ſeemed to he labour. 
ing in his mind more dreadful to him 


mam even his own ſatep and to wWͤich he 


hardly” knew how to give utterance! 
At length he ſaid, But there is yet 
worſe remaining behind, madam, I hear 
Mr. Shertand ſays, that the Governor, 
by attempting to eſcape, has forfeited 
his claim to be conſidered as a priſoner 
of War, and incurred the guilt of a 
malefactor. Hanging, therefore, is what 
he deſerves, but ſo much reſpect ſhall 
de ſhewn for his military character, as 
to change it to a military death, and 
he ſhall be allowed the privilege of be · 
: ing ſhot:!?! bas 1009900 ad diet 1 
a God of heaven!“ J exclaimed; 
*hyhat can the villain mean? This is 
violating the rights of nations in an uns 
ampled manner indeed. 
n On; madani;””: replied Waterford, 

ee has God that by any means 4 


4. S112 2 meſſage 


nnn) 


meſſageicould! berſent to:Colonph Btraf-. 
ford; to beg offthim to haſten on the 
ſiege. I dread left the Govemor, and 
Miſs Boynton, and all ſhould be dead 
before he _ get O94 of the 
n 30 Dit a9: fignol 1A; 

2 «Ah, my Giada nd to Colonel 
Strafford, is an. impoſſibility.» indeed; 
Beſides, he muſt be well aware that 
precipitating matters would probably 
ruin all, and we may be aſſured that, 
intereſted as he is in this affair, he will 
not make; unneceſſary delays . 
Aye; madam, it is true, and I beg 
your pardon for mentioning ſuch a {ups - 
— 5 but indeed I am fo anxious 
for ſaving the Governor and his daugh- 
ter, for to be ſurt no people ever were 
more wort hy to be ſaved, and toi dive 
for ever, if that could be. And ba- 
ſides, madam, I think ſo much about 
my poor Sally and 15 my. children, 
for 1 don't know of any friends 
sn in 


ri 
n net ers mg Un Go- 
vernon and Miſs Boynton, and [you 


yourſelf m adam 
Me then entered into a long converſa · 
tion upon the ſubject of his wife and 
children, when he bitterly lamented his 
ſeparation from them, it was his ſevereſt 
pang in death, he ſaid. If it was only 
parting wich his own life, that he could 
bear, he could die contentediy, but to 
leave them ſo deſolate was miſery in- 
deed. He recommended them earneſtly 
both to Matilda and myſelf, and I en- 
caped! for bath, that every thing in our 
power ſhould. be done to ſupply his lols 
toithensy or 15 ring wan 99030 9ft J 
At length, after a converſatiom oſ two · 
hours, I leſt him with feelings of the 
bittereſt anguiſh; and returned to my. 
old quarters at his houſe, bere I muſt 


wu oa wo „% ("wed wwe yt 
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no do all i. cam to conſole my wretched: 
hoſteſs. 21099 (oper folk HG 
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Ali, my deareſt Maria, how, and when 
will all this end ? tis a dreary proſpeck 
before us. In what manner to impart to 
Matilda this eruel information relative to 


the Governor, I hardly know; .. 17 


it muſt be told, for ſhould. the 
come unexpectedly upon her, it will 
fall with double ſeverity, and 1 
have little doubt that the wtetch abs 


fatally has: our intended eſcape termi 
nated+} Let I knom not— perhaps Ma- 
tilda's fate might nom have been worſe 


had it not; been for that attempt. Were 
any othert than Strafford at the head 
of the beſieging army, I ſhould be 
tempted to ſay he was ſloeping over the 
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matter temibly, but with him I cannot 
doubt that there is good reaſon for his ap . 
parent ĩnactivity. Adieu my ſiſterπ¾h 
ther happy or unhappy E ſball always be, 
Mloſt affectionately yours. 
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MY DEAR /BANWY. nav 2a ur 
QHERLAND has juſt left me. Wo 
— —— 
he ſhews 4 revengeful ſpirit that has 
filled me with ebe utmoſt terror, ſince 
— — than ever 


| gives 1, the maſt alarming appreben- 
e. my father's account. It was 


aſter your departure, my 
Fanny, when/F . fill: almoſt overs 


om ſepatation, that I heard my 80 
door unlocked, and ſaw this wretch en- 
ter He looked very wild, his eyes 

4 FE 4 / darting 


the implacability of his temper, and 


PR — 9 wen, _ 4, 


G 
darting fire, and his whole countenance ' 
ſpeaking a mind toſſed about by a 
thouſand irregular paſſions, but he was 
notwithſtanding more © reſerved than 
uſual.in his manner towards me. 

I ſcarcely knew at that moment whe- 
ther moſt to regret or rejoice in this 
circumſtance, ſince, though it was a 
relief to mo not to be tormented by His 
ſolicitations; and (declarations of love, 
at the ſame time I Was fearful that this 
reſerve” might* be unfavourable to my 


preſent ſuit;" 'However,*the earneſt de- 


fire I had to do all in my power for 
detetmine not to regard dnye rie L 
might run of further irvitating the vic 
lence of his diſpoſition, and I therefore® 
addreſſed him, Mr: Sherland, r 48. 
not long ſince you were here to give 
poor Waterford. Thee. pte ons pou 
then uſed have filled me with terror; 
Selters * 
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oh dell me, Tcorhute you,” what * to 
be his fate 9491q_1 20506 

I Was edge le ak 5 A 
tion, ſince I Was afraid to own that! 
knew of Waterford's condemnation, leſt 
I might betray | my intercourſe with 
Sally, and fo loſe my nem mode of in- 
telligence from you, my Fanny. 
What he highly deſerves, madam,” 
Sherlarid anſwered, Dgaty Pt 
ſatae horrid' manner as you'may remem- 
ber his pronouncing it om the day when! 
the town was taken,” 1 bürſt into a. 
ſhower of tears, and bepged that 1 


tight not be the unſortünate cauſe o 


a innotemt man's deſtruction— that in 
what had paſſed J only was to blaine, 
ſince F ought rather to have ſhenu him 
the impropriety of carrying on ſuch a 
clandeftif&cotrefpotidence; than to have 
lien the perlon 10 14d him into it. 
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That vou, and he muſt ſettle 48 
you can, madam: I pretend not to da- 
termine which may have been the ſe- 


ducer and which the ſeduced, nor knom 


I by what methods you obtained the 
power of communication with. each 
other, or found the means of unbarring 
your priſon doors. It is enough for 
me, that theſe things have been done, 
and done by Waterford's contrivance, 
and ſince I haye been once ſo near loſing 
you, truſt me I ſhall take effectual care 
to prevent ſuch dangers for-the future.” 
I then offered, if he would promiie to 


give him a aſſurance never to 


attempt having any eee, a 


him again. aft d 
„Will you never, again atterpt-t6 

eſcape 875 ü ae got 1 * 
Never by this man's,means;? abk. 


„Will you for. ever renounce al 


thoughts of e, and · engage never 


r to 


| to gattampt anx. carreſpendence With 
him ſor the future. Nasr 
That I never will promiſe, for 1 
never could keep my word. 
e this is all 1 can gain from you, 
adam, is it not very obvious that! 
am under the neceſſity of proceeding to 
extremities againſt the preſent culprit, 
that his fate may be a warning to others, 
to beware how they ſhall think of aſſiſt 
ing you in your plo ts. 
And is the: life of an honeſt and 
virtuous man then to be thus cruelly 
and. wantonly taken away, only to 
ſecure a more implicit obedience to 
your tyfanny D Is this the duty which 
the general of an army owes to his 
His country I was about to have 


aide buti kecollecting how baſely he had 


deſerted that to which he owes bs 
birth, and to Which his ſervices and his 
be were due; may, that he was actually 
Bow ih AER its enemies; 
014 1 ſtop- 


{ ang 
beyond all bound. 
He however ſeemed to perceive What 
was paſſing in my mind, and angrily 

replied, that the life of a common fol- 
dier was not of ſuch high importance 
as to be put in competition with the 


commander; that ſuch an inſignificant 
being would never be miſſed in the 
world, and it was eaſy enough to find 
raſcals to ſupply his place. 
He has a wife; ſaid I, ande 
children, whom he ſupports. What is 
to become of them hen he is no more? 
I muſt confeſs myſelf in the higheſt: de» 
gree intereſted : by _ A 
ftuation3.ode wm 1 nee abt 
They will cry * Wende moſt 
piteouſly I fappoſe' for a day or two; 
and then think no more about him 
But if he is not ſo ſoon forgotten; they 
n anks — can of the 
10. matter, 


obedience due to the authority f 


{ 1x20 ) 
matter, for it is not a few tears or em- 


treaties that can make me change my 


reſolution—of that, madam, 1 ſhould 
think you muſt be pretty well aware.“ 
Indeed, I anſwered, you have 


taken care to impreſs it upon me 


ſufficiently ; but let me aſk, Sir,' if you 
ſuppoſe the uttering ſuch ſentiments as 
theſe will ever recommend you to the 
heart of a woman. Can you not reflect 
for a moment, that they whoſe. miſerics 
you treat with ſuch indifference, | nay 
worſe, with ſuch contempt, ate human 


beings/ like yourſelf, endued with the 


Tame feelings, the ſame affections. That 
this man once looked on the woman 
who is now his wife, with the ſame 
ſenſations, the ſame anxieties, as you 
now look upon me, though I truſt be 
never behaved to her with the like bar- 
barity. That his wife is now to him, 
all that you can imagine I ſhould be 


to you, if I could bring myrheatt. % 


conſent 


812 201 


(aa * 
conſent to your "wiſhes, Do you not 
fel any remorſe, at tearing from each 
other two perfons 0 firmly, ſo tefiderly 
united C 

Alas, Fanny, all that I ald had no 
effect. I would haye fallen on my knees 
to intercede for his unfortunate victim, 
but he preventing me, raiſed me up and 
ſternly charged me as I valued my own 
life, and what he perceived I prized 
even beyond it, my honour, never more 
to mention Waterford in his hearing, 
he ſhould conſider that name, or any 
alluſion to him, as a challenge. — You 
know what T mean, madam,” he ad- 
ded, © it is needleſs to oo. myſelf 
farther.” 

I faw, indeed, but too plainly, that 
all entreaty was vain, and that all I had 
to do, was to reſign myſelf, as well as 
I could, to a ſtroke which I found im- 
poſſible to be averted, I therefore made 
no anſwer. | 

Vo. II. G _” 


i 

On pergeiying, me again ifilent, he 
faid he was ſorry he had been, compelled 
to debar my ſpeaking any longer on 
this ſubject, as it had; been the; means 
of 1 procuring him the bappingſs of more 
of my converſation, and in a Pleaſanter 
manner, than $1 had condeſcended to 
honour him with for a long time. 
Ah, Mr. Sherland, x laid 1, « it is 
in a your own power to enjoy frequent con- 
verſations with me, if any enjoyment 
you. would find them, and in the moſt 
| free and unreſerved manner. Only give 
me back to the ſtate of happineſs of 
which you have dep rived me, reſtore 
me to my father, and to ſociety, and 
ceaſe to perſecute me with addreſſes to 

which I never can liſten, then could. I 
receive you into my friendſhip, though 
Ft into my love.“ et ad | 
2 I ſhould haye thought it needlehs 
madam, to repeat all this,“ he anſwer- 


9 2 "OF: you know very well that J 
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1e bo 
cite not for * friendſhip. 7 . once 
might have prized it, but T know it is 
now impoſſible to be obtained, nor can 
it fatisfy me. Tell me, if you pleaſe, 
that you hate me, you deteſt me, but 
give me your hand; the poffeſſion of 
you is ati object which 1 never will fore- 
go till Jceaſe to breathe.” © ** 7 
He then proceeded to'alk me if 1 
had reflected on what had paſſed be- 
tween us ſome time ſince reſpecting my 
father, and whether T were really pre- 
pared to ſacrifice even ſo near, and dear, 
a relation," to way” © own en and wenn 0 
he ph that there were ins bias 
on which thoſe moral principles that 
form the ſtrongeſt ties of civilized ſo- 
ciety, did not allow of a moment's he- 
ſitation on the alternative preſented, 
however important the determination 
might be to one's own imtnediate eaſe 
and happineſs. That J truſted the 
. G 2 thßhreats 


A l . 
Threats he had then uſed were thrown 

out rather with an intent to try the 
ſtrengtk of my reſolution, than with the 
remoteſt idea, on his part, of ever car- 


kying them into execution, and ſince he 
found they had not forwarded his pur- 

Poſe, that he had thought of them no 
more. I the rather hoped this, a8 1 
could not but fuppoſe that in his own 
mind he muſt reſolve to keep cleat 
of any infringement of thoſe duties, 
him to violate, and however, in a mo- 
ment of irritation, he might have gone 
beyond what the laws of war would juſ- 
tify; in holding my father in ſuch very 
cloſt confinement, I muſt believe that 
ke would ſoon ſee his error, and make 
amends ſor it by his Thus 
ybu ſee, my beloved Fanny, 1 triedithe 


efficacy of the mode of Proceeding with 


Bim which you had recommended, as 
poſibly effecting 13 y Purpoſe by alarm- 
AYR »- | ing 
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ing his fears for his character even with 
the party he has eſpouſed. For e 
He, however, angrily replied, that 
he ſhould have thought I might by this 
time have 'known him better than to ſee 
his behaviour in that light, and to flat- 
ter myſelf with ſuch fallacious expecta- 
tions. That he had repeatedly told me, 
and he now confirmed all he had ſaid 
before, that he was determined to ſacri - 
fice all other conſiderations to the grati- 
fication of his love for me, and that 
whatever i conſequences might ariſe 
from this purſuit, muſt be wholly 1 5 
to my charge. nme ee i 
nacity alone was in fault. Could 1 be | 
content thus to be the cauſe of bring- 
ing miſery on every one with whom I 
was connected? Could: 1 3 
moſt W kind; * | 
deen compelled to have recourſe to front 
69 was afraid I 
* | G 3 | ſhould 
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eee ſtill/ greater. It Was 
in my power to have done what I pleaſed 
with him, to have led him forwards to 
tan point I: wiſhed ãn the paths of ho- 
naour, of virtue, and of fame, his ſou! 
uas ſo abſorbed in his » paſſion for me, 
that he ſhould have thought of nothing 
ut complying with whatever I ſuggeſt- 
ed. But I had choſen to forego all this 
to drive him into the rugged and thorny 
road of deſertion, as the only means left 
for obtaining poſſeſſion of me, to ſub- 
ect my father to a rigorous and pain - 
Vuretch into practices which muſt) bring 
im to an ignominious death, rather 
than abate in my proud adherence to 
that I had told him was my determi- 
nation, or own myſelf in the wrong and 
make any offer of relaxing in my ob- 
1durac y. h¹ 31001 ot fact eis 10000 
il ere I could not help remarking, not · 
withſtanding his injunction to een . 


to NI | ic 2 | the 
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the ſubject of Waterford,” that my heart 
reproached me not with guilt? in the 
inſtances which he Nas 9.00 as accy- 
fations apainſt me. If in any I had 

ee ag it was in the lat 
ter, though even there, T ſaid, Mr. 
Sherland, my principal fault has been 
that I did not ſufficiently conſider be- 
fore I accepted this unfortunate man's 
ſerviees, the unrelenting ſeverity of your 
diſpoſition. But this will not excuſe 
you—if his blood be ſhed, think you not 
that every drop will become a ſolemn 
appeal to heaven againſt you, as the per- 
ſecutor of innoeenee and integrity, and 
will; ſooner or later, call down its awful 

n ne upon your head.“. 
I repeat to you again, madam, 
tems pen Sherland, “that not only 
every thing bas been; but ſtill is in your 
power, and that therefore in proportion 
to the magnitude of my crime in ſcaling 
| tits man's doom, will be your's, in not 
G 4 taking 
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taking the only ſtep by which it can 
be prevented. Say but a word, pro- 
miſe me that you will be mine, I will 
even give you ſuch latitude as not to 
require the time when, to be now fixed, 
and Waterford's life is at your dif- 
poſal. If not, e muſt ne, its 
courſe,” : 
. Brutal, horrid monſter ke . ex- 
claimed, by an involuntary impulſe; * is 
then the life of an innocent creature of ſo 
ſmall account, that it is to be made the 
ſport of thy paſſions, thy caprices ! Aw- 
ful heaven,” can this be permitted!” 
I was again filent, half-terrified with 
the lengths to which my - warmth had 
carried me. He anſwered; tis well, 
madath, but conſider what you are about, 
that it is yo not I, who trifle thus with 

the life of this innocent being. 
Oh Fanny, with what a ſneer did 
he pronounee thoſe laſt words]! What 
did I ſuffer at that moment! My tor- 
3 tured 


an 
tured mind did not want this brutal 
aggravation to point more keenly} the 
arrow by which it was already transfixed. 
I fetched a deep figh, but could make 
no other anſwer, for the violent canflict 
of paſſions within me choaked all ut - 
terance, and I remained {pecchlels and 
motionleſs before him. - 
After waiting a few minutes in nber: 
tation of my ſpeaking again, but find» 
ing me ſtill ſilent, he uttered a dreadful 
oath, and vowing that he would make 
me feel what I was doing, flung: out of 
the room. As the door cloſed, and 1 
heard the lock turn, I thought, ab, my 
dear Fanny, I thought I ſaw the bloody 
figure of Waterford glide ſwiftly by me. 
Can you wonder at my diſtraction 1 
felt myſelf his murderer, my ſilente was 
the "warrant - for his execution. Ab, 
Fanny, I way ſenſible that this was only 
the effect of a ſtrong and diſturbod ima- 
| S* ae 


o 
gination, but i it filled me with a terror 
preſented in my dream ſeemed again be. 
fore my eyes, and, trembling, I funk 
don upon the ſop ha 


KRecollecting myſelf, however, in a 
prayed to that Being who can alone ſup- 
port us in the hour of darkneſs, and 
ſucli an hour I moſt truly found this, 
not of natural, but ſtill worſe, of men 

tal darkneſs, that he would ſtrengthen 
and ſupport me to combat my /misfor- 
tunes. After a ſhort time I found my 
ſpirits again, by imperceptible degrees, 
_ -grom:talerably calm, ſo that I was able 
ever tertible might be the conſequences 
of my preſent conduct, the ſacrifices I 
made were due to the ſuperior obliga- 
tions of duty and virtue, which bound 

Gina? 1 me 
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Aon) Sq 
me to perſeverance in the part} that F 
had taken, to e eee 

wicked efforts of my perſecutor. 
I had hardly recovered myſelf 10 4 
tolerable frame of mind, when Sherland. 
returned. Las afraid to enquire whe- 
ther he had given orders for poor Wa- 
terford's execution, but I concluded he 
had done ſo, and indeed the encreaſed 
wildneſs of his manner gave but too 
much reaſon to r that 1 had formed 
a juſt concluſion. 
e Strafford, ad 15 ** Gercelyy-I 
fartad.ot n Strafford is the 
cauſe of all this Oh that I might but 
one day meet him in ſuch a manner as 
to make him repay tenfold all the tri- 
umphs he has hitherto enjoyed over me 
Oh, never, never, Ireplied, cru, - 
eſt of ngen heaven ſuffer that mo- 
ment to arrive Fob, own account wil 


fooner ones our bas yiuh bo ene 
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„ 
1 ſtopped ſhort—1: aſked myſelf what 
I, was doing -I recollected the danger 
of exaſperating him on this: particular 
Point, and I remained ſilent nor did 
he make any reply but by an indignant 
and malicious ſmile, which ſeemed- to 
bid me not be too confident. 2 75 60 
Fet, oh my Fanny, I muſt truſt in 
heaven that ſo bitter an hour cannot be 

in ſtore for me, ſo heavy a load cannot 
be added to my preſent ſufferings, as to 
ſee the faithful; the excellent Strafford; . 
to whoſe virtues and ardent attachment 
1 owe almoſt' more than woman ever 
yet could owe: to man, the prifoner, the 


victim, of ſuch a monſter as Sherland. 


Can I have been guilty of any ſin which 
ean call dowh upon me ſo fevere a pu- 
niſhment? -Yet the ways of heaven are 

iünſcrutuble; the divine judgments are 

not of this world, to them, whatever 

+ 0 E an Ibo with reſignation. 
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2M gherlanlrelontrub-ovearls long 'reca- 
pitulation of what had paſſed between 
us at former vifits, and again charged 
me to eonſider of hat I was doing, and 
to weigh well the lengths to which my 
perſeverance might ultimately drive him 
that whatever I-might ſuppoſe; I ſhould 
ſhortly be convinced there was nothing 
he dared to threaten, which he did not 
dare to execute; but, as I ſtill remain- 
ed he, after awhile, left me to 
reflect mene W ca- 
lamities. II ju sie ns 230i ode. 
Indeed, my Fanny. FthinlethatT muſt | 
at laſt fink under them, and that a period 
land's perſecutions,- very different from 
what he intends or expects. If he really -- 
does proceed to the extremities with mx 
beloved, my honoured father, Which his 
words ſeem to imply, it 18 over with me, 1 
my heart muſt bieak; not even being 
reſtored to Strafford, and experiencing 


nsr all 
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Ache gobietations whichchis tenderneſs 

could adminiſtet, could heal ſuch a 
wound. Ul- fated wreteh that Lam! what 
erimes have I committed that I am to 
bring a curſe on all who are connected 
with] me! To, me has been owing all 
mme accumulated horrors we haye expe- 
rienced, all that we have ſuffered beyond 
ther common lot of. : priſoners of war; 
but what are theſe in compariſon with 
the ills we have yet to dread. My 
Fanny, I Witte rather with my tears 
than with ink — Oh, tyrant, tyrant, 
cruel, barbamus Sherlancte 

KAlas, the experience I have had to 
day, my Fanny, gives me every reaſon 
to fear that now you are no longer with 
me, 1 I . ſhall be; tormented, as much as 
ever with this wretch's company. Yet 
I. hall never regret urging your depar- 
ture, ſince by that means alone you could 
ſee the unfortunate Waterford. Oh, with 
what impatience do I look forward to 
Sas 3.4.3 | night, 


\( 5 1). 

night,” when I may expect to receive an 
account of your conference with him, 
perhaps, alſo to hear ſome certain 1ntel- 
ligence with reſpect to my deareſt fa- 
ther. May I not alſo hope for news of 

Strafford, and the progreſs of the ſiege? 
Ah, Fanny, in this reſpect my hopes 
beat high; and tis the only ray of ęom- 
fort which dans upon me. The frenzy 
with which Sherland pronounced the 
name of Strafford, furely muſt indicate 
that he ſtrongly feels how much. he has 
to fear from him. Oh, may heaven 
proſper him, and ſoon reſtore to his 
eee ee ee e 
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ie — of our-cioble-bearted: We 
terford. But, ſince that is impaſſible, 
it is better that you ſnould know it at 
once from my pen, than be left to find 
it out as you can, in any other way. 
Ah, my friend, your horrible dream was 
but too prophetic of the fatal cataſ- 
trophe which this morning took place; 
Waterford, indeed, I hope is now happy; 
but from a world like this, in which, 
wherever we lock around us, we behold 

ſuch a maſs of vice and folly, a 

hae ranks and ſtations of life, one wy 4 
iI. | honeſt | 


d 5 

honeſt and excellent character can ill be 
. It is, moreover, horrible to think 

that he ſhould have fallen a victim to 
individual malice and vengeance, ſince 
his crime, even in the rigour of martial 
law, was not one which incurred the 
forfeiture that has been inflicted. 

Some account of this dreadful tranſ- 
action was given me by a perſon preſent 
during the whole ſcene, and with a 
bleeding-heart I ſhall relate again to 
you ſuch particulars as I think 0 
will naturally wiſh to be informed of. 

It vas about ten in the morning that 
the unfortunate victim was brought out 
of his horrible dungeon, before which 
were drawn up all the troops not upoa 
actual duty, and the mouruful proceſ- 
ſion immediately began to move fore 
wards to the market - place, which was 
the tragedy. ot bas 99 do elam e 0 
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The poor diſconſolate wife, who had 
been all the morning trying in vain to 
ſee the General, in hopes by her fears 
and prayers to obtain a ſhort-reſpite, at 
leaſt,” for her huſband, came running 
along with a frantic air, and with ber 
youngeſt infant in her arms, and he 
eldeſt a little boy following her, me 
proceſſion juſt as it reached the place 
of execution. She puſhed her wWay 
through the croud; with a ſupernatural 
ſtrength and force; and throwing herſelf 
at ber huſband's feet, embraced his 
knees, wetting them with her tears, 
and exclaiming, They ſnall not take 
ou J will ſooner tear them all to 
pieces with my own hands, than one 
drop of your e blood: * & 

ptr P2340: brig ood ot 2 
be wretched woſband, who had ht- 
therto conducted himſelf with a digni- 
fie] and manly fortitude, which would 
have done honour to any rank or ſta- 
e | tian 


90 
tion im life, was unable to ſuſtain it any 


longer, at a ſcene fo affecting and unex- 


pected. He raiſecl her up; he claſped 
ber in his arme, and for the firſt time, 
ſince his misfortune; was ſeen to thet 
tears, but was too much overpowered 
to ſpeak. - At was, indeed, a moment 


ouſly; ſolttinttly/wouts bare — him | 


'rathen a block thañ a man, as it was the 
obly time he hadiſeen this wife, ſo be- 
loved, ſince the fatal evening when he 
left his houſe with us, to return, alas, 
no more, all acceſs to- him in priſon 
having been denied ber, ag you already 
know, my Matilda. * 4727060 244 


Aſter a few minutes he looſened His ; 
arms from around her, and taking up 


each of his children by turns, kifſed 
- them with! the greateſt eagerneſs and 
affection, looking up to heaven as if t 


implore a bleſſing upon them. Then 
88 * once 
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once more preſſing his wife to His bo- 
ſom, he made a ſign to the perſons 
around that they ſhould lead her away, 
but this they no ſooner attempted than 
ſhe gave a loud and frightful ſhriek, 
this, he, at firſt, made an involuntary 
motion as if to follow her, but preſent- 
ty recovered himſelf, when his fortitude 
was again put to anotber trial, by his 
little boy, who, as hey were carrying 
him off, cried out, I will not go 
E will not go! Lou ſhalb not take me 
Way, I will Ray with my father!“ — 
The poor man eaſt a look of the bit- 
tereſt anguiſh on the child, and for a 
few ſeconds ee Wan n ad ſty- 
t pefied. : | 
— be Was 0 1 ra 
lin, who attended him in his laſt mo- 
ments, and who ſeemed by his looks 


. fate,” ' When his devotions 
ol were 


(14) 
werte ended, the ſoldiers, who were ap- 
pointed to a taſł which they appeared 
in their hearts to deprecate and deteſt, 
begged that they might be allowed to 
ſhake hands, and aſk forgiveneſs of the 
priſoner, while he was yet alive to give 
ſigns of the deepeſt emotion in them 
all, and then taking their ſtands— Ah, 
Matilda, the reſt tells itſelf, let me 
draw a veil over a ſcene which harrows 
my ſoul when I think on it, and which 
2 heart, and lively imagina- 
tion, Will paint to yourſelf in much 
wonger oolours thay i _ W 
it. 

N Sy is in d ate little Mert of 
diſtraction, ſhe ſcarcely knows what the. 
lays or does, and I: dread the conſe - 
quence,/ It ſhould ſeem indeed, that 
the tyrant is reſolved to make her fate 

23: ſevere as poſſible, and to carry; his 


vengeance even beyond lifes, for ſhe 
5 a ſent 


„ 

ſent a-requelt to have the body of her 
huſband; that "ſhe! might pay it that 
reſpect in interment, which we all like 
to ſhow to the remains of any friend 
who has been dear to us. But this was 
denied her, and I underſtand orders have 
been given for its being butied in the 
dead of night, in ſome obſcure place, 
only known to the confidential few to 
whom the taſk 15 aſſigned. I ſuſpect 
iuideed that ſtones are to be put into the 
coffin, and it is to be thrown into the 
river; which being here deep and rapid, 
will effectually ſecure its being eber re. 
covered. 

IJ am almoſt Amel +46 tell Try that 
Chae mot yet been able to obtain any 
accurate intelligence with regard to the 
operations of Strafford's army, but in- 
deed I have been ſo much occupied 
with the Waterfords ever ſince I left 
you, that I have been hardly able to 
attend to any thing elfe. The rumours 
44% 5 Fa . of 
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of to day, however, are, that he has 


ſome grand deſign in hand, the prepa- 


rations for which have occaſioned all his 


apparent inactivity, and that ſome great 


ere may be expected in a day or 


Ob, God, while I wiſh for this, 


my js ſickens At the idea. What 


may Sherland not do if driven to deſ- 
peration. The Goyernor—my Matilda 
—Ob, they are ſtill in his power! his 
vengeance ſtill may be wreaked on them, 
and if Strafford does not regain; his miſ- 


treſs, though he may conquer the towns 


it is Sherland| who, will in way tri- 
umph. 17K 


My, Matilda, I ant myſelf 5 the 


1 of this letter, for it is impoſſible, 


that Sally, in her preſent ſtate, ſhould 
be able to execute ſuch a taſk, as the 
delivery, of it. Alas, that though-ſo 
near her, I ſhall not, dare to ſpeak to 
my friend, but muſt in ſilence exchange 
the letters. | How many Prayers: for her 


| proc 
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proſperity will then, as at all times, be 
nnn, | | 4 
| Faithfully affetionat 


FRA xexs SKAGROVE, 
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rss BOYNTON 10 MISS FANNY | 
SEAGROVE, 


10%: very long, my dear Fanny, 
did I feem to wait laſt night for 
the appointed ſignal under my window, 
but time, the reverſe of the worldly 
wiſe, ever pays his longeſt viſits where 
there is moſt miſery, and hurries over 
the precious moments of higheſt plea- 
fure. At length your letter came,— 
but, oh my friend, what a ſtory did it 
unfold! I could almoſt” ſay that my 


torments are now arrived at their acme! 
did 


64145 1) 
did I not, in looking forwards, ſee a more 


horrible calamity, than even the tragic 


fate of Waterfond, 
head. 

Ob, God! 8 * ot wa heart 
indeed ceafed to beat !|—has it met a 
traitor's doom only for i Its. attachment 


ading over * 


to me, for its zeal in my ſervice, for 


endeavouring to perform an act of hu- 
manity and generoſity. Unfortunate 
wretch that I am, to be the means of 
ſuch a cataſtrophe. Oh, never, never, 


can he now be made ſenſible how deep- 


ly I felt all -his kindneſs, how liberally 
I meant to reward him, had it pleaſed 


 , heaven that his life had, been ſpared, 


and I had been ſuffered to rejoin my 


friends. But to his wretched widow, at 


leaſt, I will hope it may be allowed me 
to teſtify. the high ſenſe I have of his 
worth, and how much my heart over- 
flows with de for bis N 


ſion. 
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Ab, Fanny, 1 Send del en th, 
theme for hours, Tat po Wb het, 
r rojimagine amg feelings khan 1 to 
deſcribe, them. 1009 fatally, alas, be 
my Aram been realized, and L um Oer. 
whetmed, with, excels of grief... Can 1. 

be:otherwife when 1 think on the un- 

 titngly kate . ſo excellent à creature, 
whoſe tenderneſs protupted bim even at 

the hazard of his own life to aſſiſt me 
at a time when J was in the greateſt 
diſtreſs, and whoſe kind. interpoſition, 

in promoting our correfpondence, al 
forded me that relief which more than 
any thing conſoled me, and enabled me 

to bear: with patience. . an 
| captivity. 0 04 ene n ore 

And he is Bone, * His * 

children are left deſolate! Oh, hay | 

Xtuſt be their affliction, thus,.deprived | 
of all that was dear to them in the 
= World, deprived of the comfort, the 
4 e, they, muſt. neceſſarily have 

=. e 


4 

enjoyeck in the affückion of a teritherhaf- 
band, ina Kind father Geprtwed af 
of that Afffftaner which Ins iricküſtry a 
2 man; Abd His comtdge 48 d ſölddier, 
might have egabled Him ab hes 

How dreadful is the reflection that afl the 
fondneſs and Yelight of this'ofice Happy 
_ Ate thus in one trudl momenck 
deſtroyed; Snlitittite& for evt.. 

Oh, hack Fit fotefeen the vikappy 
conltijattices which muft follow my at- 
tempt to eſcape from priſon, "would" - 
aye periftied'in perpetual bondage, en- 
dured the moſt eruel of all outtages, 
rather than have endangered the life of 
ſo innocent and worthy a man: but in 
my own ſelfiſh eagerneſs to be releaſed,” 
I loſt ſight of all danger to others, ant 
I am juſtly punithed for it. Shetland!” 
Sherland! what a heart is thine! Un- 
releiting, inſenſible to the feelings ol 
hutttdnity; more like the heart of 4 
tyger that of à man LLhom are thy cats 
. „ 


14 { 4248 | ) 


N 3 the tears and Prayers of the 
unhappy, and thy; ſoul ſtesled againſt 
the ſofteſt emotions of compaſſion, that 
quality which more, than; all;enpbles out 
Nature, and makes it approach tom 
cha, af the Deity; himſelfe,. 939184; 1. 
ve des. reflect that the eee 
"{;wþen thou thyſelf mayiſt want the 
ſmercy thou, denieſt to others, may'ſt 
+, #& in Vain the compaſſion which chou 
dor withholdeſt from the unfortunate, 
eee mw thy power extends. But 
. ; let me not condemn. bim Al 
— Eatcous heaven will judgeiof, the pro- 

i priety of his actions, and at its awful 
.  pffibpral: he muſt one day anſwer for 
8 the lives he thus wantonly ſports with, 
and the enormities of which. he is guilty. 
4s In. vid. hate: 3 n. 
1 texOgdlic > and ſaved his 
given Sherland 

; treat Ichave ,experienced 
* 54 ks hands; but. -impenetrable touamy 
le * TED b feeling 


Ch, ) 


feelings of pity or remorſe, I believe He 
would feject even the pleading ok an 
angel! Pardon me, pardon me, my 
Fanny; for thus dwelling on ſo paltifülba 
ſubje&t, bur it is impoffible, ſo _— 
it intereſts me; not to Wiite of it, or, 
at preſent, to loſe the idea for one 
moment from my mind. But I wilt” 
fiy no more; as I am ſure you muſt 
fuffer as much from this horrible event 
as myſelf, and will beſt judge, from the 
feelings of your on heart, what I muſt 
endure, through the conſeiouſneſs that L 
am the unhappy; tire undefgning eauſe 
of ſo great diſtreſg s 
And were you ſo near me laſt nigfit, 
Fanny; and I. was unconſcious of it ? 
Had I ſuppoſed you there, 1 think 
1 muſt have ventured to ſpeak to you 
perhaps, therefore, it wus better that I 
S was: ignorant of a circumſtance which 
might have made me guilty of great 
imprudence Sherland was witk me 


 evnilsal H * again 


5 („ BY 
| again tete yeſterday, He told me of 
Waterfopd's fate I heard:it in ſilence, 
und he mentioned it: nd more, but teaz. 
ech ie with details af his love and {uf- 
' ſerings. 201 An Yar J 1111 VEG 
Oh, Fanny, I am fick :atcheatt.! I 
would not - willingly: 3 
5 tibgal cauſe of ſorrow, hut indeed 1 
8 think it abſolutely impoſſible; that I can 
- ſupport this ſtruggle much. longer. The 
') feelings 1 have when! I hear my door 
\uilorked; ate horrible indeed, ſuch as 
no oe who has not been in a dinular 
| tuation can form an idea of, and the 
0 * Gght of Sherland is daily mare and more 
leathſome to me my ſoul is revolted 
beyond expreſſion, when I behold him at 
my fide, and think that this man, who 
Js ſo earneſtly pleading for an love is 
U 12 8 *: a | S 2 
that 1 begin to den eee 


ia liiend -a 4 happy relief, and the 
bar. 4 - : y 6 only 


I 


— 
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TOES ane: ran hape for, from the woes 
endure myſelfꝭ and through my un- 
happy lot bring upon, thoſe wx ; moſt 


love. Each night when Ile dæwa, I 


pray that L may awake next morning | 


to brighter proſpects; or that it would 


pleaſe heaven I might awake no more, 


for then perhaps, my deareſt father's 
captivity and cruel treat ment would; be 
it an end, and: I ſhauld be at reſt, Yet, 


yet, could my father enjoy the. ſweets of 
 recovered:hberty, when I Was no more? 


is. Alas, I fear never. nd ng nm 2 on 


But if my doom be nh. ſealed, 


I hope he, and my beloved Strafford, 


will exert themſelves to bear the ſtroke 


* A. 


with fortitude. And you, oh my Fan- 


ny, then reſtored as you will be, to the 
arms of your excellent mother, and my 


loved Maria, be aſſured yourſelf, and 


aſſure them, that to my laſt breath I 
remained firm in iy attachment to you 
1 * and gratefully remembered the kind- 


7 H 4 - 


(u) 
neſs J have always received from you, 
particularly what you, my Fanny, have 
ſhewn me ſince my misfortunes. And 
do not, my poor friends! too ſeverely 
lament my loſs,” but think that this laft, 


is the leaſt of the misfortunes 1 ry . 
experienced from Sherland's cruelty. 1 

grow fainter ee perro 
tinue to write to me; and while I have 
ſtrength left, I will never fail of being 
punctual in my anſwers, for to write 
and to receive letters _ you, is the 
Eee left to I nf Fo 


. er rf. 


be 3 Foot truly unhappy. 
9 Ws *y eee ere 
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communicate to you, my deareſt 


Matilda, ſuch as I hope will prove only a 
at an and. Ah, I have told you be- 
fore, that I was ſure Strafford, like ano- 
ther Perſeus, would at lait free his An- 
dromeda; though * the land monſter, 


which this: modern Perſeus has to en- 


counter, is a far more horrible, deteſt- 
able, ſavage brute, than his ſea prede- 
ceſſor in antiquity. - Poor Sherland 1 I 
declare I almoſt begin to pity him, 
however, for I think he is now com- 
pletely hunted into the toils, and eſ- 
cape 1$1mpoſſible,—whatleſs indeed could 
Ara 5 be 


2 n r 


O2Ü—ü—ü——— ent — 
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be 8 leh mv -ſocrefohateljiben * 
on conqueſt as his opponent. 
Indeed, my dear Matilda, I am al. 
ready in ſuch! Righ ſfütits, that I bard. 
ly know what I write; the tranſports 
of this day's ſucceſs has inade my head 
quite light; I fancy I have pretty much 
the ſame ſenſations with thoſe wlio have 
trank a little more than is abſolutely 
neceſſary to queneh their thirſt- Wel, 
n mutter, let me be as much 1 mn 
46d with Strafford's ſucceſs: as I pleaſe, 
but headen avert. lis being antoxicated 
by it himſelf, for that might rum all! 
But he is a dear ſoul, a: Mars in the 
Aſteld) but a very Pallas in the: cloſet; 
- and-as long as his miſtreſs is ſtill· im the 
Poſſeſſi on of another, his attention can- 
not be diverted from her for a mo- 
ment; and I dare fay the ſole idea that 
now occupies him is, how beſt to im- 
Wen che advantage already gained. 5 
gi. v0! 236nand2b Bas 3 Tel w 7 
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L ſuppoſe nam we ſhall ſoon have au- 
| ther ſtorming, but oh how unlike the 
| firſt! That was a | tragedy, à deep one, 
but this ſhall be the entertainment, and 
wake ma joyful concluſon. Tou will 
pardon my levity I know, ſince it pro- 
ceeds from the preſent overfiowings of 

my heart, at this great and ſudden 
change in our proſpects. The particu- 
lars of this day's conflict I am vet to 
SBtrafford is now in complete poſſeſſion 
of all the gutworks, that the general 
eee town 
ia a ſem days, and all perſons agree, 
that newer was an attack planned with 
greater kill, and executed with great - 
er, courage, than this, which has been 
e with ſuch glorious ſucceſs. 
That he muſt ultimately conquer, 1 
i not ſuffer myſelf to entertain a doubt. 
He will then have his malicious enemy 
in his power, and demonſtrate the ſu- 
toqgout 1 WE r 


Ji we F 
periority of bis own herdir virtue, by | 
recompenſing hin good! for evil. And 
you;"/my* beloved-friend;! the! fair miſ. 
trels of the hero, the conqueror of the 
conquęror, ſtall ſhine forthowith' accu- 
mulated ſplendor, refeued from ſorrows 
anch eaptivity, and crowntd* with never- 


. fading laurels, for victories no leſs glo- 


fious than your lovers victories over 
the ferocibus nature of one whoſe wilt 
is his only law, and whoſe wild and 
diforderly paſſions, till your heroic and 
eee bad . e e 
6f control. 
„Such are the Arnet abe thak 
- don itt” imagination” dance before me; 
ſuck the Hours to which I truſt we are 
rapicly advancing: Oh, Matilda, what 
2 glorious change to dehold! I have 
s on to with" that our poor unfortunate 
Waterford had ved to ſhare them, 
tes have been rewarded for his faithful 
mn by r in the 1 pen 


„ bai! 1 | ; | W 45s of 
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of the conquerors, and by wits wölch 
have been to him a ſtill greater grati- 
fication, by beholding her, for: whoſe 
ſake he hazarded fo much, rewarded 
according to her deſerts, and happy to 
the full extent of his warmeſt wiſhes· 
Lou ſee, Matilda, that I am — 
ning to divide the ſpoils already, even 
before we take them, but Þ know Linas 
only anticipating} by a very ſhort time. 
J have written in great haſte; as it 
grows late; but I could net begin writ- 
ing till the conflict of the day was Over, 
and I was in poſſeſſion of the event. 
The particulars I hope to give you on 
a future occaſion; you may be affured, 
that as ſoon as they are known to me, 


no delay ſhall be made in conveying to 


you information of ſo pleaſant a nature. 
Poor Sherland! what a figure he will 
make ! were it not ſhewing a ſpirit of 


paltry triumph er almaſt lang;. 
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Thad through my tranſports on this 
occaſion, nearly forgotten the laſt me · 
lancholy letter I received from you; but 
indeed, my Matilda, you know not how 
mach IJ was affected by it. I truſt how- 
ever that the news. 1 ſend will contribute 
much towards diſperſing the dreadful op- 
Feſſion of ſpirits under which 
lahboured, for I will hope that it is chat, 
rather than bodily diſgaſe, which conſti- 
mates your malady, and that the proſpect 
ol bettat times will be. the beſt medicine 
that can be admmiſtered oe e 
. L ſhall tbſaibeanpſclh 


1. Ann $4 4 Y 


Ke WL dear r Matilda, | 
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heavens; Matilda ! what inte 1 ; 
| fulſenbi ar net receiving a letter 
8 Sally, at hearing 
that the ſtring only was let down from 
the window to receive mine, but none 


ſent to me in return. Are you then really 
il, and bave 1 vainly finttered myſelf 4 


that it was depreſſion of ſpirits only + 
under which you laboured. Ah, you 
told me you would continue to urite 
while you had ſtrength! yet you write 
you are perhaps burely able to 
take the proper meaſures for receiving.my 
letters, and, ſtretched on your ſolitary 
bed, he there devoid of all comfort, 
— ann AH Or has Sherland at laſt 
14411 no, 


P 


* 
' 


ot we — 
— —— — —— a. 
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no, no, I will not ſuppoſe: it, I cannot 
bear the ſuppoſition! I will ſtill hope 
that even that ſacrilegious wretch has 
not dared to proceed the lengths he has 
threatened! At is impoſſible in the 
ſtate of ſuffering to which Wen re- 
„ 0 Proton; K ai baoiz)ns: 
IL cannot bear eee | 
ee real ſtate not to know wWhe- 
ther your mind is relieved by the joyful 
news I ſent you -oh tell me, I entreat, 
that you are beginning to take comfort 
from it. Could I but hear that your 
mind is more at eaſe, J ſhould then. 
have much leſs fear for your bodily 
health, but I well, know how much 
the quick ſenſibility of your diſpoſition 
preys upon you, and overcomes your 


Fo e good ſpirits. 


My deareſt Matilda, when you re- 
ceive this, let me entreat you to ſend 
me ſome information concerning your- 
ſelſl n 1 mall charge Sally, if no letter is 
5 ; let 


£ 


let down for me, to call under your: 
window, and entreat that ſhe may have 


ſomething to bear back, a few lines 


only to comfort me, or but 2 f verbal 
meſſage to tell me that I may yet in- 
dulge a hope of the delightful viſons 
contained in my former letter being 
if your ſad preſages ſhould be true? 
Oh 'tis a ſubject I cannot bear to think 
wo I am half diſtracted till I hear 

ſomething from you. eee then, Ek 
tent of _ Nor 
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ADL BEE Den 
M188. sorxrox TO Mrss FANNY 


rf A 
TES, wy,. ann I yill win a few 


| lines. juſt. to thank you for your 


Kind folicitude, to tell you; my, foul 
is oppreſſed beyond bearing; that I can 
ſcarcely guide my pen, from the diſ- 


traction of my ſpirits. To. mortou, 
ch to-mortow! day of horrors, or day 
of tranſports! when will it come? 
What will be the event? Continue to 
wiite to me, Fanny, I wait with im- 
patience for the particulars you pro- 
miſe - perhaps when to-morrow is over 
may be better able to write, or, 
at reſt in my grave, may never write 
t JAN UL, 91.81 111! go. urmore. 
005 0 


(3163) 
more. I can ſay no more now. Pray 
t0 heavens. , i ne: j - 


MATILDA BOYNTON. 


"LHAA BET WH OT HAV HPF OE $#£1 M 


"9 L ET T in 20 fail 


ue aner er aoters To „ 


, DAB ' BOYNTON. 

40 Of 1 — Den 
TIL DA, ob Matilda, 9 
thoſe dreadful lines you laſt night 


a when to-morrow is paſt 
vou may be better able to write, or, at 
reſt in your grave, may never write 
more.“ What am I to conclude from 
this? 8 it that You. ſuppoſe this 
day to be decifave” of the fate of the 
townẽ⸗ Then has the villain been tor- 


turing you with falſe rumours, falſe 
conjec- 


\ 


wh „ «10, 2h 
coryectures,,'for: no movements in the 
beſieging army indicate any intention 
of ſo ſpeedy a renewal of their efforts. 
Perhaps be tells you he means this day 
| to offer terms of i capitulation dr weary 
myſelf with conjectures on the meaning 
of, your myſterious phraſes, and can 
zeſt on nothing which appears to me a 
| Probable ſolution of them. With what 
painſul impatience do L wait the return 
of. night in hopes to hear more l I 
ſhall, carry this myſelf, for at ſuch x 
moment. I cannot bear to wait the 
delay occaſioned by the intervention of 
another perſon— I muſt kno in the 
ſpeedieſt manner poſſible, whatever is. 
to be known. Aar n 3203 bas 
In the mean time IJ ſhall. detail the 
particulars you deſire, that if, my Ma- 
tilda, your haraſſed ſoul be yet capable 
A taſting any delight, you may ex- 
- perience that moſt exquiſite of all-plea- 
251 SH b. om awe: 2 0 
551 


v7 4 wy ') 
ſures, reading f the noble Actions I 
one we lout and eſteem. N ug 4. 
Eurly in the morning of that me! 
morable day which added ſo much tb 
the laurels already twined around your 
heto's head; he ent a flag towards the 
town with a meſſage to Sherland, 
Which, by that wretch's onder, was 
fred at, but happily" witheut effect. 
Strafford, however, found other means 
by which to-convey a letter to the trai- 
tot informing him ef the ſtrength” of 
his forces, and the diſpoſiticns he had 
made for a general attack on all the 
outworks. He ſhewed him the im- 
3 -poſhbility of any effectual reſiſtance, 
and that the inevitable conſequence f 
his galning poſfeſhon of theſe, muſt be 
the ſpeedy ſurrender of the town; and 
he therefote called upon him to avoid 
the ſlaughter and deſolation whicli muſt 
be experienced on both ſides, by ge- 
ing up the town immediately. He re- 
preſented 


prefictell At the fattie ute, * how: 


(ee) 


tickHily Urcadful nüt be che 


for miimfelf and His arty, Thou he 


refuſe to furrender, and wait the event 
of alſtotm, ben he muſt be expoſd | 
to the iudignation of his countrymen, 
irritated at the bafeneſs of His fer 
tion, And whoſe outraged Eelings t 


fuck a moment, uo cbmander could” 


be erpected to have ſufficient powers | 
conttbul. ener & DOοαννοỹů/Ma h 

But reprefentations el hi” 
could hartly'be expected to mike any 
impreſßon upon 6 inflexible à temper 


as *Shevlatia's, and he ofily Anfhered, 


that Strafforcl was not yet in poffefion 


of the outworks, about Wiiich he ſo 


much vaunted; when he was; it would 


be time enough to talk of furreridering,” 
but that à garriſon of fr thouſand men 
was not to 'be _— wr 


"by Hie 
ſounding words. 19 & 10 9981109 DIL 
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Strafford's army then began the at- 
tack, but failed at firft: of effect unting | 
the immediate impreſſien they ·erpekt⸗ | 
ed, and [after a ſeyere ſtruggle were 
compelled to make a temporary retteat- 

Not diſmayed or difeomſitecd, however, 
they ſoon returned again to the W 
which was ſo judiciouſly diſpoſed, r * 
it produced all the effect Which cod 
be hoped, and opened a paſſage for. the 5 
troops to advance to the charge. It 
Was. no.] that the battle raged with its 
greateſt fury, and never, perhaps, was 
a conflict of ſuch a nature conductecl 8 
with greater ill by the commanders, 
or diſputed with more determined re- 
ſolution by the troops on both ſides, 
though in the commanders there was - 
this ſtriking difference to be oblened,. 5 
that Strafford ſhewed the cool: and un- YE ; 
daunted courage of a great ſoul bent 4s 0X 
on the accompliſhmenit of fome noble 
Rr W 5 


"4 ae. the vanquiſhed. 


(as) * 


purpoſe; while, in Sherland, all was ahe 
nt; 8 inſtigated by a 
— that he had ſomething 
more gk in defeat; than the com- 


But at length his troops Sorry Cuſtain 
| ee ſhocks of the aſſailants no 
longer, and were compelled to -retreat 


* Within the walls of the town in the wt- 


5 maſt confuſion, leaving a great quan- 
tity of ammunition and artillery behind 
them, and Sherland . himſelf narrowly 
eſcaped being made a priſoner, , Oh 
that he had been ſo, Matilda !—all 
had then probably by this time been 
over, but I hope this en e el 
a few days. | 

Such was the brilliant . of ths 
N well -fought day a ſucceſs ſo, much the 
more important to the . hero, under 
whoſe guidance it was accompliſhed, 


2s it is rumoured that the attempt met 


With much oppoſition from ſome of 
A "> I© 46 We 


0 a 


% 
[ 


ſuade him to remain quiet in his camp, 
till the arrival of re · inforcements which 
are daily expected. But to him tlie 
matter appeared in à different point ef 
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the officers of his army; who-thought | 


be would be premature in undertaking 


it at this time, and endeavoured te per- 


view, and he therefore combated their 
alarms, and finally conquered them. 
Probably his ardour could ill brook de- 
lay, and be reflected that every mo- 


ment the enterprize” was deferred, was 


a moment added to the captivity of her, 
whom, above all things, le was eager to 
liberate, while his co-adjutors, without 
ſuch an object in view, could calculate 

Gangers more minutely. 0 ot 


But great ſoule like Strafſorchs My. 


tida, are ſeldom exact calculators f 
danger, and if the glory in view be 
great, they ate not inclined to Ca- 
mine with nicety' into the difficulties 


which lie in the way to the attaintfitht 


Vor. Il. 48 ol 
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al their object. 1 
muſt generally owe their ſucceſß to 4 
noble contempt of common forms and 


common calculations. Fortune in deſ- 


pite of the pride of man ever was, and 
ever will be, the great arbiter in wat, 
N and I ſincerely hope that on all other 
ogcaſions ſhe will be equally. favourable 
to your beloved Strafford as in this. 

For ſtill, my deareſt friend, he is al- 
together in for tune's power. Though 
much is done, much ſtill remains to do, 
and ſhould his future attempts fall, 
which heaven avert, the benefit ariting 
from his paſt fucceſſes would, in a great 
degree, be loſt to the cauſe in which he 
is engaged, and his own renown, which 
now ſhines with ſuch unclouded luſtre, 
dt be dimmed at laſ, f not total 


obſcured, 1 


But I will, ok think of ſuch a ching 


To forfeit the high opinion which 1s now 


room of his courage and 
1 | abilities, 


1 Sa 


? 


for ſome unknown cauſe is 


/ 


<9 
Hilities; would be to him the lie 10h 


froke he could poſſibly experience; and | 
the confidence placed in them, while it 
wil urge him to undertake whatever 
may appear within the power of man to 
perform, will at the ſame time reſtrain 


bim from urging his daring ſpirit too 


far, and teach him, white he overlooks 


petty and doubtful riſques, to ſſun thoſe 
that are imminent and obvious. 


With the moſt ardent prayers for his 


ſucoeſſes, and for our ſpeedy 1 


an _ ee Matilda's Min 18 
2 bi? new; otro) His 
be Ig 5 
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P. Sb Oh. God, Matilda, what is it 


T hear! That che Bovenlof l. ſentenced 
to be ſhot, and that the execution was 
but 


to have taken place this morning 


oned 
till to- morrow. Nor, itideed, is" the 
re 12 dxeadful 


I -- N - 
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( ww ) 
dreadful myſtery of your laſt night's 


note explained | Merciful heaven! ſhall 
the villain then be permitted to put 
this laſt finiſhing ſtroke to all his crimes? 


Oh, my friend, my deareſt, moſt be. 
| loved friend, methinks I could at this 
moment break down all the barriers that 


oppoſo me, and flying to“ the quarter 


8 where he now revels in ſecurity, plunge 
à: dagger into his boſom, and ſtop, for 


tening to your priſons: leads you. forth 
triumphant, and with you in one hand, 
and my bloody dagger in the other, pro- 

claim aloud the tyrant's fall, and your 
emancipation. But, oh, impotent ef. 
fuſions of a diſtempered rage How 15 


wil we muſt bow, he only can work 
our —; a ants ho 


* 5 ap = 1 
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this to be accompliſned- TO God's 


Pr - 
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BOYNTON, | 


ALD AWod X8910 gs mon: 


Taria, deareſt ata l. l am 
half · diſtracted No letter -fnom 
you laſt night, not even the ſtring let 
down! What can be the meaning of 
this bu muſt bed ill indeed per- 
haps, already dead And I Was not 
with you to receive your laſt breath I 
cannot bathe your corpſe with my tears 
But no, it cannot be Heaven is 
jut!-—Yow:muſt be fill alive Ok, 
ſend but a linez/a) word, to ſatisſy the 
anxious boſom of - WON. Jm. I. A 2 | 


Tour affeionate | * 


8717 17417 92 
180 21311180 * 


4; Bas 5 
FRANCES eros, 


1 LETTER 


By " * 4 
PILE FI; 6 "wt IB ; * 8 5 74 T7 oj mw W * 10 Ts: g 
Fn * p y 
0 r — Ss, * 7 | „ 
ME OT, L-FOR ict 18901 . 
Reto | 
ELI ISVS 207 ITE a '(} 
% a k 41 1 b 0 * 
v7, wons JETER; XI.. 


4.5 418 1 Bib 4 117201 Nn 


| Is FANNY SEAGROVE TO 1 
bs BOYNTON, 


N 'NOTHER night and no tidings 
1 No anfwer when you were cal- 
fed to !-— Good God, what means can 
1 take to be informed of your ſituation! 
I can learn nothing more about the Go- 
vernor; 1 hope J was deceived in the 
report I heard. Surely I muſt have 
known had it been true! 'Such a deed 
could not be perpetrated in Private it 
mult have been blazed abtöad.— Tet 
fomething particular muſt have occurred, 
for an unaccountable gloom and fullen- 
neſs ſeems to pervade the whole town, 
and the ſoldier, from whom J had the 
particulars of thie late action, and with 


whom I had become very ſociable, now 
"YN 1113. 45 5 ſnuns 


Gn 
uns me, or, if we meet, paſſes by and 
will not ſpeak. What am I to think? 
—Oh, if you are yet alive, Matilda, 
let me hear of you Tou know not 
how this ſilence tortures the wore of 
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uss een; To Miss FANNT. | 
r 7 1 eee 4 » b 3 5 { 


5 ES, N it was HR * agon y 
of my mind on my deareſt father” 8 
account, that dictated the laſt few lines 
| wrote-you, and has for ſome time pre- 
rented my writing more. Oh, God, 

how is it that I am even now able to 
Write, |—Surely,, ſurely,; my heart muſt 


be made of. decent harder than iron, 
D go WP! that 


0 %s ) ; 
atke—ibis not-yet\broken}1211Mercify! 
VHewer! have J yet A. father living l or 
las he indeed fallen a ſucrifice tothe 
mualigaity of a wreteh whoſe name is fo 
Hhuateſol, ſo leathſome to my heart, that 
I ſcarcely/know!how to Write it. 
Lat night; Fanny, God of heaven, 
How diſtcted was my ſoul at that mo- 
ment ! I had got to the window of my 
room, I thougbe chat dne of the bars 
ſetmed looſe, and I could force it away, 

and I was reſolved to precipitate myſelf 


dom hab height, and end at once my 


fe and miſeries. I was, indeed, right 
with regard to the bar, it was ſomewlat 
_ Joofened, and with an effort which fren- 
2% only could produce; I wrenched it 
«from its place, and, opening the caſe · 
ment, 1 ſtood upon the very verge of 
the pfrecipice, and was on the point of 
throwing myſelf down, when Ithought 
heard a deep and hollow groan behind 
; 1 and a voice call ron An. 
. + l ſtarted 


Cher 

I Alarted nandietutned ouνůt -The 
apartment wis gloomy} and 'thought 
I faw my father. ſtanding by the door. 
with his breaſt bare and bloody. 1 
jumped down from the window and in- 
ſtantly fellb ſenſeleſs onſthe floor. 1 
- How long Þ might lie in this Kate ok 

total inſenſibility I cannot tell, hut the 
fuſt thing of which! L have any recol- 
lection, was opening my eyes and mest- 
ing thoſe of Sherland, when, I gave a 
ſhriek and cloſed them again inſtantiy 
Soon after L perceived that L was lying 
on the ſopha, and Sherland was knegl- 
ing by me, rubbing my temples, with 
hart ſaom. Good God, hoy / confuſed 
was my head! I was for; long time 
uncertain» whether I were awake, or: in 
2 dream l ſtrove to recollect what had 
I bad fallen afltep with Sherland in tte 


room. I ſpabe not, neither did the 
T's wretch 


Deng | : 


67s 
utetch ſpeak to me, but continued uſing 
all-pofhible means for my recovery, while 
J was not enough in my ſenſes to re. 
preſs) his aſſiduities. At length be 
brought a glaſs of wine and put it to 
my lips, when I ſaid, Oh, it lignifies 
not ! do but leave me, and Ter 1 me 'die 
in peace!“ 5 E 1 * 21 e 
Tou will; jump o out of the window, 
he fide: 2 Fer *8 nd 
This n my | hes fully; ; the 
attewpt: Thad' made ruſhed at once upon 
my. recollection, and I anſwered with 
an eagerneſs and agitation, the thought 
f Which even now terrifies me, n 
75 living God“? 
I believe he was ſeriouſly alarmed, for 
he caſt on me a look of anxiety, mingled 
with a ſoftneſs of manner which T have 
not ſeen him affume ſince J became his 
15 priſoner, and immediately left the room. 
I raiſed/myſelf up as ſoon as · found he 
was gone, but was ſo weak, and faint, 
Hain, f e that 


0 37719 1 


down again upon the ſo opha, reclining WY 


head, upon the arm. . | 
HO M4 4466 
I now. began to take. a more Once 


retroſpect of the ſtate, my mind hed, bee 


in, the attempt I was about to make, 
and the manner in which it had been 


prevented, and ſo forcibly was the 4 - p- 


poſed phantom I had ſeen, and. 5 


preſent to my imagination, that could 


ſcarcely for a while perſuade myſelf, that 
the ſcene was the mere effect of frantic 


Tri 


deluſion. _ The exertion that it cauſed 
at the moment, has, however, I believe, 
proved ſalutary, and been one | great 
means of reſtoring my ſenſes lo. 00 
ly as L-now pofleſs them. For LS 

luſion therefore, from whateyer Caul ik 
might proceed, ſhall always ; feel my» 
ſelf thankful, fince J was thereby: rel. 


cued from, the guilt of {elf-deſtruction, . 


{TY Fac bus 
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and I am firmly reſolved {lull to Wee 
| 8 


% * 
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that, L WP unable 92 ſtan 95 an 4. J. fat 
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6) 
unleſs, my tyrant!s: violence ſhould drive 
8 to deſperation. ids 205 Hoq tf snes, 

After I had ſat a while, and was be. 
come tolerabiy compoſed, I roſe up, 
and finding my ſtrength ſomewhat re- 
turned, I valked about the rom for a 
few minutes, when egain Sherland- ap- 
peared. Be not alarmed, madam,” 
be ſaid, Jcome ſolely to aſk whether 
there is any thing I can procure you; 
that may accelerate your recovery?” - - 
Nothing will — uke your 
| Vane J anfwered: N 97 10010 

know that but 40 well; be 
replied, £2 es there may nnn 
N eo „ boat 1b 2 
« Nothing L cam receive from you,” 
Ln - | nog) es tein 116; 

God of babies, he exclaimed, 
hat a (compoſition is | woman 
and again he haſtened out of the 


rns ak 1, nite t 


d; Bau dt >d4T ne 1d zd. 
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. Wt 
I ound that he had left a bottle f 
wine upon the table, a glaſs of which 
I drank, and eat @ piece of biſcuit; 
theſe ſome what revived me, and 1 then 
went and lay down upon the bed, Where 
I ſoon fell aſleep. I had ſome hours 7 
more refreſning reſt than I have had, 
my Fanny, ſince you left me, and this 
morning finding myſelf fufficiently com- 
poſed to write, I have determined to 
avail myſelf of ſo favourable an intet- 
val, leſt another ſhould not occur, in 
order to give you a detail of all that has 
paſſed fince 4 laſt wrote to you; immedi- 
ately upon poor Waterford's death. With 
this detail, indeed, I ought to have be- 
gun my letter, but the adventure of 
laſt night has taken ſuch ſtrong poſſeſ. 
fon:of my mind, that I could not go 
on with any en till d related 


it! 10 1 4} M4 35 2 £4 217 ! . © on 


Fanny, I am even now m——— 
about that affair. The * the 


tinge} 1 voice 


'F 162 
voice were ſo diſtinct to me, that 1 
ſcarcely know how-to think they could 


be the mere effect of imagination, and 
J have more than once aſked myſelf 


whether it may not be poſſible that Sher 
land miglit enter the room at that mo- 
: ment, - and ſeeing what I was- about: to 


x do, take ſuch a method of preventing 
me, well knowing that bis ſpeaking to 
me as himſelf, would rather urge me 


forwards than ſtop me. This ſeems the 
more probable, as by what he afterwards 


faid, he plainly had apprehenſions of my 
jumping from the window, of which 


he could hardly have had an idea; had 


not ſome. particular circumſtance point 


ed it out to him as a probability. 1 


think, indeed, I muſt be right in this; 
- and, that when I had really heard a 


groan and a voice, my. imagination, diſ- 


ordered as it was, ſhould immediately 


unite with them the idea of my father's 


ſhade, was not unnatural, I . I could' 
| A 17 ; be 
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he taiaethe#t this were the caſe, but 
1 know I never can bring We to 
mention the ſubject to Sherland. | 
Is told you, my Fanny, when I laſt 
wrote, that the wretch had informed me 
of Waterford's' death, to which Eliſten- 
ed in filence: On the next day he men- 
tioned it again, and again I made him 
no reply, upon which he ſaid, „ Still, 
filent, madam, have you nothing farther 
to ſay upon the fate of this man, in 
which, at one time, "__ ſeemed ſo 
. ex G intereſted ?: 
I am not leſs interetbedri in it now 
than before, I anſwered, I ſpoke to 
you then upon the ſubject, from a faint 
hope that my interceſſions might have 
had ſome influence in ſaving a worthy 
dut unfortunate perſon from your barba- 
rity. But to what purpoſe ſhould 1 
mention it any more, when no eloquence 
of mine, no, nor the united eloquence 
of the whole world, could retal that 
ve life 
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hier: which-you have mri pee 


1 lee dotiert ng 
Neu will Rill perlt chen * 

e eee eee 

the ſtubbornneſs which drove me to 


ſuch à fatal neteſſity. But. however, 


as I ſuppoſe we have neither of us any 


tbing new to offer upon the ſubject, it 


3s as well tb} wave the diſcuſſion, and 


lating our old arguments. My prim. 


cipal intention in alluding to it nom, 
was to aſk. whether you are not ſuſci 
ently convinced of the truth of what 


o jp 8 * 7 
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inm>thingL dare threaten, - which 1 dare 
moti ene nil ogks 55 
ee Oh God what do you maan?ꝰ 

Only to remind you, — 
another inevitable — this 


——— daf on be! 
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1136 Muſt-die ualeſs-you fear this mo» 
ment to be mine. ety . N 
No, no, I with: not 1 t! — 
you cannot be ſo thorougly abandoned. 
am reſolved to poſſeſs oοο. = 
When will you giye me this hand Ron 
Never, ſo help me heaven!!! 
„Then he dies.“ 1999-14. W298 g,] 
Grant me patience, Oh God,. 
He roſe from his ſeat, -he-walked - 

ſeveral times up and down the rom in 

2 frantic/ manner, quite foaming with 

rage, and at length ſaid, am L to re- 
ceive no other anſwer rr 
« Oh, Mr. Sherland, I repliod, 
*« how gladly would I anſwer you more 
fully, expoſtulate farther withyyow an. 


: 
ez 
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the ſubject, paint to you the heinous L 


nature of your crimes, and ſtrive to 
awaken your ſoul to repentance for the 
had not long experience too fatally 
ſhewn me tlie futility of ſuch attempts. 
u 1-2 SS . 7 


„e 
| How kun T hope that the heart Which 
could ſport ſo inhumanly with the 
life of one fellow creature, will Tef- 
pect that of another, how venerable 
ſoe ver in virtue, in age, or in rank. 
Could I flatter myſelf that prayers, that 
tears, that expoſtulations could have any 
effect, they ſhould not be ſpared ! [ 
would even wave all reſentment for. 
my own injuries, if, by a promiſe of ob. 
nion for them, I could reſcue a life- fo 
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precious! ? H * n at” Hil at, I 10 — 


Phe terms on which only i it can be 
faved; are much more ſimple.” © 4 
. is uſeleſs tomentionthoſe ters. 

s. chere nothing terrible to your 
eds in the name of purricide r aſo4ty 
There W be a ſound more tree 
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Fear me, tnadam I cannot ſtand 
trifling thus—Look- on this paper, —it 
is a warrant for the execution of Jour 
father read it, if you doubt my words. 


My ſignature alone is wanting to make 


his doom jirrevocable. Will you, or 

will you not ſtop my hand? . in the 
time I ſhall aſk it“ 
Hear me then ſwear, nor e 
aide any power on earth can make me 


violate my oath, never, never; gon any 


terms to yield myſelf a willing victim 
to your paſſion, and if by force. you 
ſhould ſucceed in the attainment of 
your deteſted purpoſe, from that mo- 
ment no morſel of food again ſhall paſs 


theſe lips! So help me n er | 


in I. am ſteady 1" GR eee 


« Tt is over then” ih cried, .'<* * RE 


dies!” —and, pale with rage, be hurried 
out of the room. 4915 


It was on the evening of that dread- 


ful day that I firſt omitted writing to 
33 Y yOu, 


-” 


aa 

you; my Fanny, for my mind was the n in 
a ſtate of too much horror to permit my 
guiding the pen. I was wavering, irreſo- 
late;4 had made a powerful effort, but! 
fcarcely kne who to adhere to it >| was 
forced to ſummon together all my powers 
olf reaſaning. all the exhortations I had 
teceived from my father, his repeated 
aſſurances that he never could furvive 


tie ſhame! of knowing me to be the 


wiſe of ttaitor,. to revolve ia my mind 
how deeply my faith. my:honour; were 
pledged to Strafford, to recollett my rei · 
terated promiſes giyen to him never to be 
another's to reflect on his virtues; his at- 
tachment to me all theſe I confdered 
over anmbundred and an hundred times, 
yet even theſe varied recollections could 
ſcrrerly ſupport me in my dreadfol reſolu- 
tion, and there were moments when I 
eren began to contrive how I chi in- 
ſtantly, and before it ſhould he too late, 

| communicate w_ revocation to my, ty- 
cond, rant. 


rant But, heaven be priſed ii I ſub- 
dued this indeciſion: the more I reflet« 
ed the more I was aſſured that I was 
right; and was confirmed in my adhe- 
rence to the oath I had tak ene 
The next day he came again; he 
ſhevwed me the horrible watrant for 
execution - fioned with his name, and 
begged me to read it I did fog: my 
blood curdling in my veins: at eveiy ſyl· 
able, and willen Ichad-finifhledlät, 1 
elaſped my hands together, I raiſed oy! 
eyes to heaven, and returned at to hum 
without ſpeakiag. RK 10 59713131 
Still ölent, madam? „heſaidl, Tian 
deſire you to follow me.. fog, 
He opened the door, When Ihung back, 
and ſhewed the utmoſt reluctance to 
comply with him. Nay, no refit 
ance, madam,” he ſarcl, the guaras 
are without, they will conduct vou if 
vou do not chuſe to go quieti. v1. 
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It was true that I could not teſiſt, 


and as I thought that the horrors of my 
ſituation could hardly be enereaſed, whi- 


therſoever he ee mew Wy: me, 


L inſtantly: obeyed. METRE 

He led me along WIS to „ che 
ue we at the end, which looks into 
the great ſquare of the caſtle, and con- 
ducting me to the bow-window, © fee 


there, -madam,” he ſaid, pointing to a 


ſcaffolding which was erecting in the 


ſquare, I have choſen this place for 
the cloſing ſcene of your father's exiſt · 
ence, that your eyes may be feaſted 


with a ſpectacle which I imagine will 


be grateful to you, ſince you do not 


chuſe to prevent it. Behold there the 


pPreparations for Governor Boynton's 


execution; to- morrow either you are 


mine, or he dies—1 wil ny why the 
$ alternative.” * . 1 4 Th TY 4 14 


HFalf frantic I ll upon my. een 1 
even — his hands within mine, and 


RL | hiding 
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hiding my face in them, bathed them 
altogether len . tears, but was un- 
able to ſpeax. Sd iet 
e This will ok t do?! * faid, % One 
ſhort ſentence alone from your lis can 
alter your father's doom. - 414 
I felt my ſpirit rouſed; I ſprang up 
from the ground, and darting at him, a 
look of the wildeſt indignation, LWalk- 
ed in ſilence back to my room, and 
as he was following me in, I flung the 
door in his face, when 1 heard bim e 
it and walk away... yr 'p 
Ob, Fanny, I need not tell! you in 
what -hoxrors I paſſed that day, but I 
think that the torments of the con- 
demned hereafter can ſcarcely exceed 
thoſe which I then felt IL could not 
with worſe even to Sherland himſelf than 


that he may one day feel the like. My 
only hope was that death would, ere 
many hours, releaſe me from my trou- 
bles; and ſuch were my feelings, that I 
oh be bad 


e TUES 

bad ſcarcely a a doubt of this hope be- 
tized—but, alas, my Fanny, I 
lived to endure torments, if Þoflible, 
Mill more ſevere... 

With what agonies did 1 behold the 
nent morning dawn upon me, did I 
'Uſten to the toll of the great bell as it 
_ "uſhered in the day. At every ftroke 
I expected to hear the dreadful explo- 
ſion, and it ſeemed to found in my 
ears the horrid name of murderer, of 
PatrricideFranticly, 1 threw myſelf on 
the ground, and was only rouſed from 
this fate, after two or three hours of 

| horfid ſuſpence, by hearing Sherland's 
voice in the paſſage. I had now no 
doubt that all was over, and ſtarting 
up, fupported myſelf againſt the 
table, prefenting to him, on his en- 
trance, à picture of the wildeſt horror 
and diſtraction. He only came how- 
ever to tell me that another day 


was we me in which to * for 
15 that 
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that my father's life. would remain un- 
touched yet twenty four hours longer. 
Lanſwered not a word, and in a few 
minutes he left me again. 

The horrors. of my 2 were now 
ſomewhat abated. This delay ap- 
peared to me a favoutable prognoſtic 
that Sherland, notwithſtanding his re- 
peated . declarations, that . whatever 
he dared to threaten,.. he dared to 
execute,” in reality durſt not hazard 
the univerſal burſt of indignation, which 
he muſk, feel conſcious would, be exs: 
cited by ſo unprecedented an infringe- 
ment of the laws that bind, civilized ſo- 
ciety. Such a hope, which, the more 
I revolved: it in my mind, the more 1 
felt aflured was, not W- founded, {ſerved 
greatly. to ſtrengthen my. reſolution, 
ſince the fairer ,my proſpects appeared 
of finally triumphing, the ſtronger were 
my incentives to adhęre to the courſe 


L was purſuing; and L actually fo fat 
Vor. II. K Com- 
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compoſed my ſpirits with this idea, 
that at night, I had ſome intervals of 
more refreſhing fleep than I have 85 a 
long time experienced. 
But, oh my Fanny, how did the re- 
turn of morning diſperſe theſe illuſions. 
At eight o o'clock Sherland entered my 
| om, and deſited me to follow him. 
I did fo, when he conducted me once 
more to the bow- window, where I be- 
held—oh God, I have ſcarcely power 
to write it the ſcaffold covered with 
black —at one end my father bound, 
with his boſom bare, and at the other, 
the ſoldiers with their muſkets levelled, 
only waiting the ſignal or their diſ- 
charge. 

6 There, Madani,” ſaid the villain, 
,« you have even now but to ſpeak the 
word, to ſay that you will be mine, 
and your father ſhall be releaſed this 
moment—if not, I Neun ire the 


; —_— and all 3 15 over.” 
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60 Then” give e I, cried franticly, 
and with a violent ſhriek fell bee 
upon the floor. 

On the return of my ſenſes, 1 found 
myſelf alone in my own room, with the - ' 
door open into the paſſage, at which 
the guards were ſtanding. I ſtarted 
up and calling to them faid, « where 
is my father?“ 

They ſhook their heads, but an- 
ſwered not“ oh, for heaven's ſake, 
I cried, wringing my hands, © tell me 
is he yet alive?“ but ſtill they only re-: 
| plied by looking on me with coun» 
tenances expreſſive of the deepeſt com- 
paſſion. 

I then flew out. of the room, 4 
darting along the paſſage, attempted 
to open the door at the end, that I 
might, if poſſible, be eee the 


truth, by going again to the window, 
whence J had ſeen the horrid apparatus. 


But the door was locked, and reſiſted 
K 2 even 
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even the force with which I trove to 
pull it open, while I, mortified at find- 
ing my efforts thus baffled, leant againſt 
it, and burſt into tears. ae 

7 One of the guards now came up to 
me, and perceiving that I was near 
falling, ſupported me in his arms, ſay- 
ing in a moſt kind and ſoothing man- 
ner, © pray madam compoſe yourſelf 
pray return to your room!“ 

“ Never,” ſaid I, © till I know my 
father's fate !—TelL me then!—ob if 
your heart be n6t harder than iron, tell 
me, is he murdered ?”? 

* We are forbidden, madam, under 
pain of death 'ourſelves, to anſwer any 


queſtions you may aſk.” | 
Death!“ I cried, © oh, God, what | 
i death in this monſter's eyes, that he 
thus makes it his ſport, his paſtime !” 
Ihen ſeeing Sherland appear at the 
other end of the paſſage, I flew back to 
my room, with no leſs rapidity than 1 


oO . 
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had left it, and haſtily ſhut the door 

from an involuntary impulſe to get 

away from him if poſſible ; but he ſoon 
joined me, when throwing myſelf on 
my knees by the fopha, I hid my face 

in my hands to avoid the fight of him. 

He ſuffered me to remain thus for 
ſome minutes, then attempting to raiſe 
me from the ground, Miſs Fre? 
he ſaid. 

I ſtarted up, © where is my father 9 
1 cried, © what is become of him?” 

« That is needleſs for you to aſk.” . 

« He is murdered then ?” 

And by his obdurate daughter.“ 
Oh God,” I cried, I cannot, can- 

not, bear it!“ 

Fanny, I hardly know ivy the re- 
mainder of that day, and the greateſt 
part of the next, paſſed, for J have no 
diſtinct recollection of any thing far- 
ther, till my reſolution to deſtroy my- 

ſelf; I believe J was chiefly in a fort 
| K 3 of 
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of ſullen lethary the. whole time. J 
have confuſed ideas of Sherland's being 
frequently with me, but not of any 
thing he ſaid, or whether T made him 
any replies. Heaven be thanked that 

N mind is now in a better ſtate. 
But, oh my friend, what am I to 
85 think with regard to my father. Lou 
could perhaps ſatisfy me whether he 
really has been ſacrificed to this monſ- 
ters vengeance 7—If ſo, fate has done 
its worſt; | it can have nothing more 
horrible in ſtore for me. Yet I ſcarcely 
know what I ſay, he might ſtill have 
one more victim — but I will not think 
of it. Tell me, if you can, all you 
know upon this ſubject yet, perhaps, 
you will ſcarcely again make an attempft 
at communication with me, by means 
of the channel we have lately employed, 
ſince that has been ſo much interrupted 
through the diſordered ſtate of my mind. 
Jet ſurely u will ſtill come and ſee 
II. 8 | whether 
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whether you can be more ſucceſsful in 
obtaining intelligence of me, than you 
have been of late. You cannot be 
eaſily brought to abandon the wretched 


MAT ILDA BOYNTON. 


P. S. I thank you moſt ſincerely for 
the intereſting particulars ybu ſent me 
relative to the late action. Oh, gallant 
Strafford, heaven proſper thy farther 
endeavours, though I fear that I ſhall 
never live to be a/ witneſs of their glori · 
ous termination. How does this hero 
juſtify the hopes my beloved father al- 
ways entertained of his future great- 
neſs And ſhall it be in the power of 
a villain to rob him of the recompence 

he has ſo long ſought for his ſkill and 
valour ?—Oh, Fanny! Fanny oh 
my diſtracted thoughts! No, no, the 
God . heaven is ine | i 


K 4 LETTER: 
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| LETTER XXL. 


MISS FANNY SEAGROVE, TO M15$ 
BOYNTON, 


Au then is folved, my beloved 
friend—I have the ſatisfaction of 
knowing that you are ſtill alive, and, 
in that certainty, feel my mind re- 
lieved from one moſt inſupportable 
weight. But ſtill how far is it from 
being at eaſe, fince I have ſo much 
cauſe yet remaining for apprehenſions 
upon your account. Oh that 1 were 
but again with you, for during the 
ſhort time we were together, "theſe con - 
flicts were ſpared you.!—the wretch 
ſeems to ſhrink from any witneſſes of 
his perſecutions, ſo far at leaſt he 
ſhows ſome ſenſe of ſhame. | 


Would 
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Would to heaven, my deareſt Ma- 
tilda, I could tell you any thing ſatis- 
factory, any thing even certain with 
reſpect to the venerable Governor's 

fate, but that is altogether involved in 
miſts and obſcurity. The moſt contradic- 
tory reports are circulated upon the ſub- 
jet, and whether any of them are worthy - 
of belief it is totally out of my power 
to determine. One while I hear that he 
certainly was facrificed on the fatal morn- 
ing when aft you ſaw him, and that 
at night his corpſe was privately carried 
out of the town by Sherland*s orders and 
buried in a remote part of a neigh- 
bouring wood, where it was never likely 
to be diſcovered; and that this was 
effected by means of a paſſport ob- 

tamed from Strafford, on the pretence 
that a perſon who had died in the town, 


left a requeſt that he might be buried 


among his friends, at a village a few ' 


miles off, | 
K 5 This 
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This does not ſeem a very probable 
torp, becauſe no adequate motive ap- 
pears for Sherland's wiſhing at all to 
"conceal the body, and if he did, the 
ſame method which was purſued with 
Waterford's, would have been much 
more conciſe and effectual. Indeed one 
report is, that the body actually was 
thrown into the river, with a ſtone 
about the neck, and without even the 
common decency of a coffin. But this 
ſeems wholly incredible; it would been 
ſhewing it a wanton indignity which 
could not poſſibly ſerve any purpoſe. 

Other reports ſay, that the excellent 
Goyernor is' ſtill alive; that when Sher- 
land gave the ſignal for his execution 
the men refuſed to fire, and even 
threatened to maſſacre him inſtead of 
the Governor, when a violent tumult 
enſued, in which the latter was 
carried off triumphantly, and conveyed 
WS © | 2 to 
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to a place of ſafety out of Sherland's 
reach. I am afraid that this is not 
probable, for it ſeems unlikely that ſuch 
a circumſtance ſhould have happened 
without its being notorious to the 
whole town immediately, not remain- 
ing three days after a matter of rumour 
only. 2 540 | M15 57 Yrogaey 
Another report is, that when; all 
things were prepared for the execution, 
and the ſignal to fire every moment 
expected, inſtead of its being given, a 
reprieve was ſent, with an order that 
not a word of what had paſſed in the 
ſquare ſhould be ſuffered to tranſpire, 
on pain of death to any perſon who 
might be diſcovered to have divulged 
the ſecret. That the Governor was ac- 
cordingly unbound, and that he is now 
in cloſe confinement ſomewhere within 
the precinct of the caſtle, but the par- 
_ ticular place is entirely unknown. 

K 6 FPain 
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Fain would I believe this laft report, 
yet this 1s not without its difficulties, 

It ſeems not very poflible that the 

'' Hllence Sherland enjoined could be ſtrictly 
| obſerved, notwithſtanding the forfeiture 

annexed to its violation; the greater 
Probability ſeems to be that theſe 
circumſtances, if true, ſhould, equally, 
with thoſe of the former report, be cir- 
culated through ſome channel rather 
| more worthy of credence than the diſtant 
buzz in which they are now whiſpered. 

Indeed, be the truth what it may, nothing 

can be more extraordinary, than that it 

ſhould not be certainty known. One 

inference, however, we may ſurely draw, 

that there is at leaſt as much reaſon to 

cheriſh a hope that all may yet be well, 

as to yield IP to the 2 of 
deſpair. 

I have told you, my Matilda, faith 
fully all 1 have heard, that you may | 
1 your own judgment on the whole 

| 9 By Oh 
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of the matter, as I would equally avoid 
depriving you of the little hope that 
really remains, or giving you reaſon to 
entertain greater hopes than' the truth 
will juſtify, and thus encreafing the 
agony of — them to be falla- 


cious. 


How much I was affected by your 
narrative, and how I participate in all 
pour ſufferings it is needleſs to ſay.— 
You have no doubt of my affection for 
you, and will therefore eafily conceive 
my feelings. I know not of any thing 
more to add, excepting to mention a 
rumour. which prevails in the town, 
that a ſally from the, garriſon upon 
the beſiegers is intended to-morrow. 
Thus far is certain, that great prepara- _ 
tions are making for ſome enterprize, 
and it ſcarcely can be any other 
heaven protect Strafford from being in- 
Jured by the attempt | It is generally 
_ Agreed, that . ſome very unex- 

100 ; pected 
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pected reverſe of fortune ſhall happen 
in favour of the beſieged, the town cans 
not hold out long. Adieu, my deareſt 
| n believe me now as ever, 


| Your, moſt affectionately 


FRANCES SEAGROVE. 


1186 BOYNTON To M1ss FANNY 
| - SEAGROYVE. 


Sven has been the effedb.of the ute 
dreadful intelligence upon me, my 
deareſt Fanny, that it has thrown me 
into a ſtate which I am aſſured will 
afflict others more than it will me, 
fince this ſtroke which conſummates 

a my wretchedneſs, leaves the grave the 
only object of my wiſhes—my deſires. 
n . 
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You: will be able ſomewhat to conjec- 

ture the ſituation I muſt” be in, when 
I tell you that even my cruel perſecu- 

tor was alarmed this morning at the 

ſtate of debility in which he found me, 

and has given permiſſion that you 

ſhould once more be my companion, 

nay, even deſired that I would write 
and beg of you to come to me as ſoon 
as poſſible. 

Fly then, my Fanny, do not 5 a 
moment Ob, I truſt that from you 
I ſhall hear the whole truth reſpecting 
Strafford !—Ah, where is he? what is 
become of him? Is he really ſo dan- 
gerouſly wounded, and ſhall I /ngyer 
ſee him more ?—Yes, oh beloved of 
my ſoul, we ſhall meet again in a bet · 
ter world, if in this we are to be ſe⸗ 


parated ſo foon !—thy Matilda cannot 


longer ſupport the miſery heaped * 
her wretched head. : 


Ok, 


( 
Ob, Fanny, my head ſwims, my 
brain is giddy, and I can hardly fee 
what Jam writing. I cannot bear to 
reflect upon what I have gone through, 
nor can 1 look forward to the evils 


_ * which yet hang over me without hor- 


ror. Oh come to me directly, the fight 
of you alone can ſnatch me from de- 


ſpair Come then, come, and if poſſi- 


- ble ſooth the ſorrows of 


' Your wretched, loſt, _ 


MATILDA BOYNTON, 


LETTER . 
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LETTER XXIII. 


M1SS FANNY SEAGROVE, TO M1$s | 
SEAGROVE, N Tag 


MY DEAREST SISTER, 


] Received this morning a moſt affec- 

ting letter from my poor Matilda, 
the import of which I could not per- 
fectly underſtand, ſince it ſeemed writ- 
ten under an impreffion of fome new 


calamity which had befallen her, in 


which Strafford was more immediately 
concerned, whom ſhe apprehended to 
be dangerouſly wounded. At the fame 
time ſhe gave a moſt, alarming account 
of herſelf, and, by permiſſion of the vil- 
lain Sherland, entreated me to come to 
her, ſince he, terrified at her ſituation, 
is now not only willing, but deſirous to 

give 
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give her all the affiſtance of which ber 
ſituation will admit. | 

You will eaſily imagine, Maria; with 
what eagerneſs I flew to our beloved 
friend the moment this permiſſion was 
granted me. Indeed her tyrant is not 
alarmed too ſoon, for, oh how altered 
did J find this lovely creature —ſtill 

lovely, though almoſt broken-hearted 

with all her ſufferings—by the bitter 
conflicts her mind has ſuſtained. When 

L came into her apartment, I did not 

find her in the firſt room, and therefore 

impatiently ran into the inner one, 
where ſhe ſleeps, and where I found 
her kneeling by the ſide of the bed, 

with ber face: Aer on Tay: me 

Arms. 

She a5 me not on my fit entrance, 

as ſhe had not only concealed her face, 

but her back alſo was towards the 

. door, and ſhe therefore remained mo- 
tionleſs as I appwached her. I con- 


(att 
cluded that ſhe was fallen into a gentle 
ſleep, and ſpoke ſoftly to her, that if 
ſhe were ſo; I might not diſturb her, 
but on my pronouncing her name, ſhe 
ſtarted up as! if ſhe had ſeen a ſpectre, 
and throwing her arms round my neck, 
reſted her head on my ' ſhoulder 
without ſpeaking a word, My legs 
trembled under me to ſuch a degree 
that I thought I ſhould have dropped 
upon the floor, but fortunately I Was 
near enough to the bed to reſt againſt 
it, and preſently looſening her armes 
from my neck, I fat down and placed 
1 * her n _ refting wm 
me. 10 81 Hartz 
In this; "LEON we remained; Fn 
; ſore minutes, both unable to utter a 
word, when at laſt, burſting into tears, 
ſhe juſt ſaid, „oh, my friend! my 
friend!” and again ſunk down, almoſt 
choaked with the violence of her emo» 
On while, as you will naturally con- 
2 dlude, 
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clude, I was myſelf in a fituation not 
much lels pitiable. 

When ſhe was at length lügen 
recovered to be able to ſpeak, my 
deareſt Fanny,” ſhe. faid,, what a 
_ miſerable wreck do you behold of what 
was once your beloved, your happy 
Matilda. But all muft now ſoon be 
over, theſe two laſt ſtrokes have de · 
termined my fate irrevocably | Tell 
me then, tell me all, let me know the 
worſt at once! Is Strafford yet alive, 
or has he not already fallen a ſacrifice to 
his exertions for my fake? Yes, yes, 
it was not. enough that my father 
- ſhould be murdered, death was ſtill 
 infatiate, I was not yet | miſerable * 
enough, one more victim muſt fall be- 

fore my ſtubborn heart could break 
oh, ttis like a contagion to be con- 
nected with me Fanny, Fanny, take 
care, or it will ſpread to you too l Vet 
re 1 ſhall be 
e | 2 removed | 


6 

removed from doing farther injury, from 
bringing farthercalamity on thoſe I lovel 

J endeavoured to interrupt her, © Mo- 
derate your grief my beloved friend, 
J faid, Strafford 

« Oh no,” ſhe cried, & my Wy 
never can be moderated! Yet before 
I die I wiſh to aſk you a thouſand. 
queſtions, reſolve them as quickly as 
lies in your power —tell me if you 
know any thing of your mother and 
filter, I thought the tyrant had ex- 
tended his ravages even to Penwood, 
that they alſo were his priſoners per- 
haps it was but a dream!—Fanny, 
what will become of us? we are now 
more than ever in this villain's power 
wretch that I am, my touch is baleful, 
I teeny with ons TORY do 110 
come near me? 

Here again the tears ſtreamed an 
her pallid face, ſo that for a minute 


or two do was unable to ſpeak, while 
I é could 
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I could only claſp her to my boſom 
and mingle my tears with hers. At 
length ſhe exclaimed, oh poor Straf. 
ford! Is he then mortally wounded!“ 
No, no, I cried,” „you are de- 
ceived! I hope ſo at leaſt—he is ſafe 
I truſt, and we ſhall "_ live to ſee 
better days.“ | 
Never, never,” ſhe oingluticatly 
oxclaintd; « no, never ſhall I behold 
that loved face again! Then feeming 
- ſomewhat to recolle& herſelf; © but I 
fear I rave,” the faid—* ſurely my 
| ſorrows have diſtracted my poor head— 
I will try to be reaſonable, and talk 
with - patience and calmneſs of my 
 griefs, Vet ah, I have been ſorely per- 
| ſecuted—T have long known no peace, 
but theſe laſt few days have been worſe 
than all—my father murdered—Straf- 


2 ford too! this is more than I can bear.” 


What mean you about Strafford?“ 
| aſked, © he is full ſafe.“ 2 
5 b Oh, 
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„Oh, Fanny,“ ſhe cried, claſping 
her hands together and raiſing her eyes 
to heaven, tell me not ſo ! ſeek not 


to deceive me, too well I know all.“ 
cc Indeed, ” ] replied, J underſtand 


you not! J have not heard of any diſ- 


1 


F 


aſter that has befallen Strafford, on the 2 855 = 


contrary, he has gained a ftill farther 
advantage by the unſucceſsful - fally 


which the garriſon yeſterday made.“ 


« What am I then to think??? © 


anſwered Matilda. Oh, Fanny, it 
was in the courſe of yeſterday that this 
deteſtable villain came exultingly into 
my room, never ſhall I forget the air 
of triumph with which be approached 
me, nor the dreadful expreſſion of his 
countenance. “ Now, madam, he 


ſaid, „the hopes with which of late 


you have been buoyed up, muſt be at 


an end, and you may perhaps be glad 


to ſeek ſhelter i in thoſe very arms which 


have lo long been opened to receive. 


you; 
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you ; our pride may even be reduced 
to Flick a repetition of thoſe e generous 
| offers which have ſo often been rejected 

With ſcorn, Yourfavourite, madam, your 

N Paramour, the reptile tor whole ſake I 
have been condemned to endure lo | 
many indignities, is now in my power, 
is wounded dangerouſly, and a priſoner 
to my brave followers” ——My deareſt 
Fanny, all words are weak to deſcribe 
my feelings at that moment ; 3, my heart 
ſeemed as if it were burſting—I expected 
every breath I drew to be my laſt, and 
I remained for ſome minutes motion- 
leſs, loſt to myſelf, and to every ob. 
jet around me. 
Ohh that 1 had never awakened 

again from this ſtate of lethargy ! 1 But 
too oon I returned to a full ſenſe © "of 
all the horrors of my deplorable. ſitua- 
tion. Yet the ſudden ſhock of this 
abrupt and- brutal information, ſtruck 
inanediatcly 3s bay hd; I felt it then 
4 Uke 
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Ake the ſtroke of ſome -dieadful ' wea- 


pon, and ſhall feel it there to the end 


of my wretched life. Sherland, how- 
ever, ſtill inſenſible to the effect of his 
brutality, went on, now, madam," 
faid he, who ſhalt be your deliverer? 
Your lover now needs a nur, and a 
prieſt, rather than a miſtreſs—the former 
capacity you will doubtleſs wiſh to take 
upon yourſelf, the-latter muſt devolve 
on me—Oh, with what pleafure ſhall 
I receive his laſt confeffion.” ——© Inhu- 
man monſter!” I interrupted him, 
“ Kill me not thus with words, but 
kindly rid me at once of my miſery, 
with thy (word ! Oh, that to complete 
thy triumph, 1 might at this inſtant 
fall lifeleſs at thy feet! But death ever 
ſhuns the miſerable, and thoſe who 
would court him, to ſeize on the happy, 
on thoſe towhom only exiſtence is valua- 
ble. I am therefore doomed to linger 
out a life of ſorrow and wretchedneſs, 
Vor. II. 8 to 
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ts be the. (port! of checroflieſty moſt 
diplorablefateti2-5b 0 ton 429} vo, 


G with 


reſted them / upon 


meg ſlen, after a fe armuutes; The again 


went or, e oh Fanny, Fanny, ſne 


cried hide me from the curſes which 
evedy way purſue me, hide me, if pos- 
fable; ren ef Strafford de 


rally IE 11 1 19 04 - 85 00 
Be comforted, deareſt Matilda,“ I 


ſaid interrupting ber, „indeed I be- 
lieve all this to be falſe. - Had Strafford 
been a priſoner L ſurely muſt have beard 
it, and no ſuch report has ever reached 


mp ears. Compoſe ycurſelf I entreat; 


you give eee to the | excels 


of your ſenſibility.“ Fans! 411 wt 8. 101 


She made no anſwer for ſome mi- 
nutes, but ſhook: her head, and taking 


my hand between bers, bathed it with 


Ke: ber tears. Then 6xiog ber eyes wildly 


Wien I. vppon 
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upan mia ne ſadi . Fang, ol entreat 


you, lenk not to (deceive? ae; danſinher 
that deception nom wilt;only, dowble the 


ſome what. prepared to ment the worſt. 
ſar thus to prepare umyſeli t have 
been ſecking ever ſinte the fatal otidinq 
of my Straſſocd's danger were ſo 
cruelty imparted to me. I have been 
endeavouring to tranquiilize my mind 
ſo as to attend the laſt ſcens- with for 
titude; to / cloſe his, dying eyes to for 
byithegrim tyrant, to hear his faulter- 
ing accents tell me how he has loved, 
and to receive that · breath, that ſigh, 
in which his ſoul ſhall take its flight. 
Les, Fanny, I am preparing my mind 
for all this, then ſeek not to divert it 


to other thoughts, other hopes IL win 


only to liwe to ſee him once more, and 5 
then that one grave ſhould receive our 
Uiſeleſs bodies? d nod Dre tans ot 
nog yi L 2 6 Matilda, 


6 225 1 
Matilda, 1replied, Koh, let e 
entreat you not: to dwell on theſe hor. 
rid images, which. Only haraſs your ſoul, 
and will, perhaps, indeed, carry you to 
the grave, at the, very. moment when 
happinefs; ſhall be in yqur power, and 
you may moſt wiſh for life. Truſt me 
that this ſtory is only one of Sherland's 
vile deceptions;—not the reſult of ex- 
ultation at his triumph, but of chagrin 
© t his defeat. He was not the- victor 
2 of 2 r 
can | ot ſpeak iiderd with ſo 8 
.tainty, for J. have not heard — 
af the action, but 1.think, bac he been 
really wounded and a "—_ 1 myſt 
- ona beard Roe ood e en 
: It was, however, Gate time. before 1 
could by any; means perſuade her to be 
. morgcampaled,.ortaentertain any hopes 
af ther tall. V of, this report 3 indeed fo 
£ ehe whale manner and con: 


1 verſation 
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wiſitlonford WU ir benth? be, that 
Lam under tlie deepeſt concern about 
her as I cannot help fearing chat the 
avitations of her mind Have, in [cine 
meuſure, affected her ſenſes. All my 
hope is, that if the' cauſe of her mala? 
dy can but be removed, the effect will 
ſoon wear off. 1 would fain bave gone 
into the town to ſeck ſome more certain 
intelligence reſpecting che ſubject of het 
uncafineſs} but ſhe could not bear t6 
part with me for 4 moment, and we 
muſt therefore endeavour to obtain it 
by means of Sally Waterford, who ib 
to come under the window every night, 
in order to ſee if we have any commands 
for mer. tb 4 brag Dabgnpoανοαννννο 
I learnt farther from my poor Matil- 
da, in the courſe of *our convefſation, 
that Sherland did not ſtay with her 
vety long at the time he came with the 
above inſulting "Information, „ and ub | 
ſhe ſaw Hm no more From” that” tim 
WON? 2 L 3 <P 1 


( *#z ) 

till this morning, when he found her 
fo ill that he gave permiſſion for me 
to be ſent for, but ſaid} not v word 
3 AA EIn 4: 

I write this, nn dear Maria, while 
Mtifd is ulldep; antl (hall confer it 
to Sally's _ Who knows: de dex bay 


u. | 
Wh Fo p =" baue dhe fa 
"ring ber more. © © | Confider 
hs | that this 2 
ider! an invention. of the villdin's'to 
8 ener ſome purpoſe with Matilda, 


I 


2 cannot but feel anxiety to Habe this 
- confi ed. 1 mall write again when 
| 1 — fend you any accutate Intelligence; 
as by can judge a your „erer ” 
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poor Matilda to be, vou Wilk Ee 


*77 5 An 


e to hear that "the e ſleep in 
which ſhe was when I wrote yeſterday, 


contianed for ſeveral 1% 74040 
he nne not again t. near the tithe 
f Sally Waterford's coming z under” the 


window, when I had the ſatis woes E 
finding her very much reſtored by 
long interval of reſt, which had 
leſs been the more compoſed. fot” 0 


being with her. 80 much indeed was 
ſhe amended, that ſhe talked over what 


had paſſed between us in the morning, 


Fires | LA with 
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with great calmneſs, aul swwas mittl More 
diſpoſed to give credende to my conjeci 
tares relative to the falſſiood of the ſtor/ 
of Strafford's waunds and captivity :- 
aso much too had ſhe loſt the Eorrot᷑ 
of my leaving her for a ſhort tinie that 
ſhe now rather promoted, than oppoſed; 
my availing myſelf of the free egreſs 

and regreſs which is allowed me, to and 
from her apartment, in order to go and 
ſeek intelligence myſelf, inſtead of -. 
lying only on what might be obtained 
through the intervention of Sally. But 
it was then too late for me to go yeſ- 
terday evening, and I was therefore 
obliged to defer my enquiries till this 
making them, and having relatecd the 
reſult to Matilda, I ſhall proceed -far- 
ther to impart it to you, as I think good 


news can never be fſorwarded in too muck 
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+ Straffard; really was: wounded; but 
it is only n flight fleſ wound in 
the arm, and of no conſequence. He 
was alſo for a few minutes priſener to a 
party of, Sherland's troops, but was ſoon 
reſcued hy his own, who would all, I 
believe, rather have periſhed in attempt- 
ing to ſave him, than have ſuffered their 
beloved leader to remain in captivity, in 
the hands of ſo inveterate an enemy; 
Sherland, who, did not lead out his 
troops himſelf, but only ſurveyed the 
cotiteſt from the ramparts, ſeeing Straf- 
the mament. of exultation, to Matilda, 
and did not wait to ſee his prey torn again 
from his hands. His mortification when 
he found this had been dine, may eaſily 
be conceived, but it was too much to 
expect that he ſhould evince like eager- 
neſa to inform Matilda of Strafford's 
ſafety, as he had done to make her ac 
quainted with his temporary misfortune, 
2 6k and 


Aber ei to, * the, | 
undeceiying her. Something of this 
kind I bad na doubt. was the cas, || 


a! At the ins Hint that lobten 


of the ally, of which you will probably. 
nat be. forry- to, be; informed; ſinee it 
ended fo gloriouſi for our friends. Early: 
in the morning; about two thouſand of 
the moſt ſelect troops in Shertand's army 
marched out againſt the enemy, in hopes 
af ſurpriaing them, and carrying the 
point at, which they aimed, the deſtrut 
tion of ſome new: works: raiſed by tho 
beſfiegers,. before they ſhould be pre 
pared. for their reception. But | owing: 
to the vigilance, of 'Strafford's: centinels, 
and;ſome- difficulties which- intervened in 
- the4ppops quitting. the town, the alarm 
cl their approach had been given, be- 
fore they could reach the place of their 
Cdfkination. They, however, preſſed 
boldly; on. —— as far as jor 


2NE2M7 5 


_ - with a courage even füperior to thielt 


(2) . 
A battety, <P ey Hoped to take 
by adult Beſbte any effeckütf Aa 
could be nde e chene ann 
is Hey" Certain World Rabe ac- 
compüttred, Hack they not been oppefött 


cwil, but Strafford's troops wers not 
leg dete nm ted in their reffſtance, that 
gherlanc's in the attack, and cbhfe! 
quent a long and dreddfüf cbnfffct 
commentec At Arſt amen | 
ſeerned' to make fore” impreſfibn, and 
theit antagoniſts began to give Jer 
Ftibuct” er overfioweted' by numbers, 
but by this time the whole” camp being 
armed, and Struffbrd Yorker, ene 
danger, led up à body of ref "troops! 
ö kheir affiſtanct amd re ebmmenced- 
tte figir weit aſtoniſhing bravery!” Here, 
probably, all would foot Rave been 
ended, but for atr unfortunate thiſtake 
mat by one f Stmafföc's ade. de. | 


emp Ai an W by wich 


d 
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5 more expoſed ſituation than n pru- 
| ä —— have been. 
In conſequence of, this, after having 
fought far a long time with almoſt more 
than mortal courage and conduct, aſter 
regeixing a wound; in his, ſword arm, 
and;bavipg two horſes killed under him, 
he; was, with about ſeventy men, diſarmed 
and made priſoner. But by this time 
the miſtake haying been diſoovered and 
rectiſiedꝭ a xe · inforcement came up, and 
| the,exbauſted troops of the garriſon 
unable to contend with theſe now, freſ 
tg the conteſt, were compelled to aban- 
dien their priſoners, and fly with, preci- 
pitatign; towards the town s ain 16951 
The moment this was perceived, n 
time was loſt in taking advantage of 
the opportunity preſented for cutting 
them off, and: Strafford, reſtored to his 
command, {gon, made his Oponents re- 


pent their undertaking, Their ſituation 


} H ; | . 1 | Was 


OW 7: 

was ſuch that) in attempting u retreat, 
they muſt paſs for a conſiderable Way 
expoſed/t0 the whole fire of the battery; 
while to render their fate inevitable; a 
large detachment, with ſeveral fields 
pieces, which had taken a circuit, came 
upon them between them and the town, 
and attacked them furiouſly frotn that 
quarter, whilſt they were already fully : 
occupied in every other part by the reft 
of the troops which now poured in upon 
them on all ſides. In theſe deſperate 
circumſtances, attacked every way; 
without any- poſhbility' of eſcape, the 
only alternative left was either to be 
entirely cut to pieces, or to lay down 
their arms and ſurrender at diſcretion; 
They choſe the latter, and by their hu- 
miliation have added another laurel to 
the wreath: which already encircles- the 
head of their conqueror- Oh, that 
mn min had but been Nen 
191 1 e IAIS 1 I 129 
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_ of .extricating” himſelf from & Feuation 


„ 1 
| ; | 3 N 

— — 

— reſted his prinefpa 


1e 


— reaes oy "Eo te 
— — den 
CODE e opened à paſfige by 
he”? to make good his retreat from 
1 pofiefion' of Whiell it is *. 
— — long te retatn, N Sel 
muſt be obvious to every one, * 
its furrender he can make no terms A 
Wale bot ohen — 
int aide the doom wkich as 2 
— incurred; To effect yn 
bee h erefo te, Was W 38 His A 
ao 1 eee, eee 
ona: — 2 
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What he vil try next, heaven only 
knows, but our Htuation ſtems to me; 
erety moment to gro more and more 
——— awful. I ſhudder to think 
of what he mah be urged to, by the- 
fry of final diſappointment; and when | 
L reflect upon the Whole of his conduct 
I. ſcarcely date hope; that be will ever 
ſuffer. our beloved friend n 
alive into the arms of ler lover. wor St” 
I dare notiicmpart. le Matilds;nopther: 
piece of intelligence which-I beard! to- 
day, in-the courſe of my enquities into 
the particulars/of the above affair, ſines 
in. the firſt place, though told moi with. 
confideneey.Iit' mayc at laſt prove untrues. 
and in the ſecond place, if true, it may. 
ultimately appear chat it wilt be better 
kept entirely concealed: from her. It is, 
that the Governor: certainly is fy} alive, 
that. when; the ſignal to: fire was expect 
ed, an order eame in lieu of it, to re 
5 * | mand 
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midadibintchathkiitorpsſone-that wy 
| this was told to him, he eagerly de- 
manded to know ypon what terms his 
| life wWas ſpared,” but of this no one 
could inform him that he ſeemed vio- 
lently agitated, and then demanded to 
ſpeak with Sherland, but was told that 
the General was particularly engaged, 
and could not, at that time be ſpoken 
with by any ble. Upon khis he ap- 
peared h half frantic, and Aſked. if any 
thing was known, of. his daugli ter, to 


- which he was anſwered, that an abſolute 
Prohibition had been given again an 
perſon's, uttering a ſyllable ta him re- 
"gy lative to her. This ſtill farther in- 


155 creaſed his agony, and ey eto ſince his 


mind: has been in ſuch a ſtate that his 
health is thought now to be ia the moſt 
imminent danger. Ob, Maria, What 
multiplied crimes has not the deteſlad 


Sherland one day te anſwer. HB ut Mas 
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tilda wantb me, b muſt! break off aſs: | 
ſuring you that I. am n D193. ea, id 
HOAA- GJ bobagm 


eld 211131 81 K 
1 git affectionately, yours, .,, 
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988 t how every day 

— diſcloſe ſome new villainy of Sher- 
land's ! how does every hour ſpeak” the 
approach of ſome awful exiſi i: 
I told you in my letter yeſterday; 
what I had beard in the town, relative 
to the Governor. This morning Sher 
and entered our apartment, we were 


both in the itmer-room he came and 
knocked at the door n to ſpeak 
| t 


